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1. Firstly let me express our sincere thanks to the Minister of Finance as well as Director
General: National Planning Commission together with experts who helped drawing up this
budget.

Congratulations on a job well done.

2. Befote I share with you the ptiotities and plans for the education sector,allow me to express
my appreciation to His Excellency, the Pres1dent of the Repubhe\\\\_ ‘Namibia, for the
efficient functioning in our schools system. It is jus
investments will begin to pay off.

3.

ﬁlme. In presenting the annual estimates, I shall outling
ed activities to which we shall deploy the funds for which wre
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Allocation for the Medium Term Expenditure Framework 2014/15 — 2016/17

6. Chairperson of the Whole House Committee, we have estimated the total education
expenditure in the Medium Term Plan for 2015/16 — 2016/17 at (IN$42,104,134,000). An

amount of N$2, 7 billion, representing 6.6% of the three year estimate of the N$42 billion, is
earmarked for development expenditure.

ALLOCATION 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17
OPERATIONAL
i 12, 297,565, 000 13,438, 40 13,605,189,000
DEVELOPMENT
EE 770,601,000 1,301,142,000
TOTAL 13,068,166,000 14,906,331,000
Budget for 2014/2015

7. With regard to the allocations for the

ucation sector programmes as follows:

2014 /15 Previous Year’s
Allocation 2013 /14

330, 248,749 312,819,177

5,826, 835.896 5,858.780,310

3,427,393,000 2,034,984,567

509,471,000 382,709,841

" 5. Higher Education

2,211,714,000

1,663,866,109

6. TALL

L 8. Research & Science

432,806,000 321,724,187
7. Policy Coordination 249,262,355 109,290,380
61,430,000

Part of Prog. 10
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9. HIV/AIDS 10,005,000 | Part of Prog. 10

10. Functions Associated Prog. Discontinued

and activities

with education fenatried 63,285,429

Total 13,068,166,000 10,747,4,600,000

Major Challenges Facing the Education Sector

9. Of the N$9,6 billion that is to be allocated to pre-primary,

N$7 billion goes towards remunerauon expendlture

oes towa:gds the core activity of

ays set aslde for teaching and
learning are not fully Btilizedifon this activity or t at

the teaching and learning environmen

10.Tt is becoming increasingly clear
environment to ensure that every
is the key theme for this yea
and continuously strive to
learning methods.

Drought Emergency in 2013, we had to expand the school feeding programme from th

targeted figure of 270 000 beneficiaries to 310 000 learners at both primary and secondar
levels.

13. We vow to closely monitor the school feeding programme to avoid possible wastage and t
keep education costs within the available budget allocation.
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14. Estimated expenditure for development programmes will amount to IN$770 million
compared to the 2013/14 allocation of IN$640 million. The 2014/15 allocation on
development programmes represents 6% of the overall estimates. The allocation to
development programmes is an insignificant amount in light of the 1 300 traditional

structures and 344 open air classroom recorded in 2013, therefore this remains a major
challenge to the education system.

15.

Estimating the cost of a large variety of tertiary education programmes ha
challenge over the years. The adoption of the Funding Framew o
Institutions to be implemented in the 2015/16 financial year, mﬂ@
transparent and equitable allocation of resources to tertiary edlf@;lon ns
however, need to ensure that input costs are closely monitored 2
every dollar we devote to higher education.

s been a recurring
or Public Tertiary
a more efficient,

that we
L

é
Qay,

//////// .

i
o // . ,
16. Given the importance of the Vocational Educat ¥ and {%,1 /’%ﬁcor we have

it thls%;bsector to increase the
12 \Educan%%and Training for the

number of graduates. The proposed allocation
financial year 2014/15 amount to N$509 mi
programme should result in a comparable
monitor the subsector on a quarter ?\ . to
sufficient numbers and relevant fields

unemployment. ¢

Education Programmes < .

17. Chairperson \\§§§\ \\ Wh% /House

important achi vem‘ n
outline of the
year

address

st ﬁnancml year. I shall provide this house with an
ch we shall deploy the funds we seek for the financial

144/.15.
///}///
b /

Ny
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re-primary Education

18. With increasingly competing priorities, it is essential that we seek smarter ways to invest in
education.  Research has proven that high-quality early learning can improve young
children’s health, social, emotional and cognitive outcomes. Investing in pre-primary
education is the best education investment we can make. High-quality pre-primary education
reduces grade repetitions and drop- outs. It reduces placements in special education. In the
long term, it boosts access to tertiary education and graduation rates.

19.1n the financial year 2013/14, we exceeded the target for pre-prima éhool enrolment of

22 000 by enrolling 24 659 children.

.We have requested fundmg to the
2014/15 financial e (cor

dless of their socio-economic situation, should be able to complet:
is. not just enough for children to be enrolled in school, but it is cruciz
Iren learn. Therefore, Government needs to ensure that there is a sufficien

of qua\§§:1ed teachers and classrooms.

ntroduction of universal primary education not only ensured compliance with Articl

that this introduction has resulted in a 3% increase in learner enrolment. This was a timel

intervention. The Ministry is most grateful for the support accorded to it by the nation.

25. Phasing out fees at primary education level goes hand in hand with ensuring that schools a
provided with all basic necessities. During the financial year 2013/14, we disbursed N$1
million to schools for this purpose. The disbursement benefitted 449 243 learners. 11
funds provided at school level were utilized for minor maintenance of school building
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school excursions, photocopying of learning materials and the purchase of stationery and
other day-to-day school necessities.

26.992 802 textbooks to the value of N$85 million (for both primary and secondary levels)

were purchased during 2013/14.

2.

We continue to assess the performance of the primary education system by administering
the Standardized Achievement Tests (SATS) for Grades 5 and 7 in English, Mathematics
and Natural Sciences. These tests provide diagnostic inform

performance on the assessed competencies. The standardized achi

regarding learner
e @,t tests carried out

d Achievement Tests is a reflection of
A

L

//s the teachers themselves, poor teaching
A /////
e the assessed competenaes in the syllabus These

| cmf@;m mn 2015. Preparauons for implementation will include the
.0f supporting teaching and learning materials to the value of N$100
.

/// culum will be implemented through a phased-in process. It will

the léwer pre-primary and primary levels in 2015 and continue with
at upper primary level in 2016.

//

rF N

@adves to be implemented during the 2014/15 financial year include in-service
training for teachers by the Continuous Professional Unit. N$15 million is earmarked for

this activity. Training will primarily focus on weaknesses in learner achievement as identified
through the diagnostic tests.

32.

The Ministry has also realized that the teaching of reading in mother tongue poses a
challenge to teachers. Teachers will be trained on strategies and methodology to teach
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reading skills in mother tongue through the implementation of Early Grade Reading
Assessment (EGRA) techniques at a cost of N$10 million.

33. The English Language Proficiency programme (ELPP) will be rolled out during the 2014/15
financial year at a cost of N$20 million.

34. A combined investment in textbooks by the Ministry and MCA-Namibia has yielded the
desired results, reducing the learner/textbook ratio to 1:2 at primary level. The purchase of

textbooks during 2014 will provide each and every learner at pnmary
the key subjects.

\ el with a textbook in

35. An amount of N$5,826,835,896 is required to manage and bri

improvements to the
provision of education to 449 243 learners at primary level.

Secondary Education

who have completed secondary education.it is my conviction that the current curriculur
review, which includes vocational subjects, is a step in the right direction.

40. The revision of the curriculum of basic education is a major initiative during 2014/1
financial year. Panels of experts in various subjects will accelerate the pace of the process ¢
preparing content and teaching and learning materials. As I indicated earlier the revise

curriculum will be implemented through a phased-in process commencing 2015.
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41. The amount of N$3,427,393,000 requested under the secondary education programme will
be utilized for salaries, in-service training of teachers, provision of learning support materials

textbooks and other teaching materials as well as additions or improvement of teaching
infrastructure.

42. Administratively, the National Commission for UNESCO is budgeted under for general

education. Its purpose is to manage relations between UNESCO Member States and
UNESCO by providing advice on all UNESCO related matters. This
the amount of IN$10,329,800 for 2014/2015. The funds wﬂi\ e
participation in the sessions of the UNESCO Executive ﬁ”@g/g//
activities. Namibia is a member of the Executive Board for.a /Pfrlocf
to 2015 The funds will further be utilized for the manag f

ramme is allocated
\tjlized mainly for
and \@g}ger UNESCO

f three v Wxs i.e. 2012
f.the Office of the

: % due to low

/551on Wlth high-level

1ms. to cootdinate the entire training sector within a national competency-

sS //// -t and qualifications framework to deliver the needed skills for the
opment cause.

, %caﬂon\\\\ﬁducation and Training will come into effect on 1 April 2014. Registration
t @loyers already commenced on 27 January 2014.

46.

In order to expand access and improve vocational training, the upgrading of Eenhana and

Rundu VTC has commenced, while construction of two new centres at Gobabis and
Keetmanshoop is also underway.

47.

The fundamental challenge for this programme is the lack of critical human resources in key
areas. In this regard the VI'Cs have embarked on recruiting qualified staff to prevent adverse
impacts on the quality of training services rendered. My visit to Cuba has helped us to
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acquire seven qualified instructors from the Cuban government who are due to arrive any
time soon.

48.1n the 2014/15-2016/17 MTEF period the Vocational Education and Training programme
is allocated N$1,570,396,000 compared to 2013/14 allocation of N$297,698,000. Major

achievements include a 17% increase in enrolment, or an increase from 9 872 trainees in
2012 to 11 515 in 2013.

49. The increase in enrolment over the past two years has resulted in r nal increases in the
total number of trainees funded in the VET system. The unit cost
provider enrols is N$11,000. This allocation has been in place
never been revised due to financial constraints. Currently, :

every trainee a
over ears and has

fall short of the reviewed level of funding.

50. Additional resources will be mobilized to
development and to address constraints hinderir
through the VET Levy can assist with ¢
needs.

quantity of skills
pment. Funds generated

Higher Education

51.The Higher thon\ bsector witnessed significant developments in the last year.

53. A National Quality Assurance System for Higher Education and the associated manuals fo
Programme Accreditation and Institutional Audits were also approved.

54.Other major developments include the de-linking of the Namibia Students Financi:

Assistance Fund (NSFAF) from the Ministry of Education. The NSFAF now functions as
state-owned enterprise.
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55.1n the 2013/14 financial year, the NSFAF was allocated N$621,136,000, for student financial
support. The Fund supported 8 953 under-graduates and 224 post graduate students. An
amount of IN$836,146,0001s required for the operations of the Fund.

56.The proposed allocation of N$2,211,714,000 for 2014/2015 to the Programme Higher

Education is broken down amongst the implementing and coordinating institutions as
follows:

Institution

University of Namibia

Namibia Students Financial Assistance Fund (NSFAFZ .

Polytechnic of Namibia

Namibia Council for Higher Education

Namibia Qualifications Authority

A I%,‘e plementation of the recommendations of the review
of the empiti ca \_ch %gsmcmré) and other resources of hlgher educatlon in Narmbla

| ¥ \ N
to address area t1ca1 I

00. Due to the shortage of pre-primary and lower primary teachers, the Ministry directed
UNAM to develop a three-year Diploma. It will be implemented in 2015.

61.Institutions of higher learning are directed to make higher education more accessible,

especially to learners from disadvantaged background who qualify and aspire to attain
qualifications at institutions of higher learning.
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|dult and Lifelong Learning

62.The Adult and Lifelong Learning Programme has an immense potential for contributing to
the attainment of our national development goals. The programme strives to open doors to
knowledge, information and lifelong learning especially for the poor for whom Government
information facilities is the only means of access. It further targets ou of-school youth and
adults through open and distance learning programmes at the 2. College of Open
Learning NAMCOL).

L N

s to communities
ent Centres.

64. N$432,806,000 is budgeted for adult and life of

financial year.

65.During the 2013/14 financial

computers and internet access

‘through an enlarged structure which includes staff w1th I
cture wﬂl help facilitate the expansion of ICT througl

under review, the library network accommodated 998 828 users across th

‘pumbers continue to increase. This demonstrates that more people ar
accessing information for education and development.

68. Three Regional Study and Resource Centres (regional libraries) will open to the public i

2014: Ohangwena (April), Oshakati (July) and Omaheke (August). The construction ¢
Regional Centres in Omusati and Khomas will commence during 2014.

(9. Namibia’s literacy effotts continue to receive international recognition. Namibian receive
an award from UNESCO in 2013. The International Literacy Prize was awarded fc
Namibia’s efforts in improving the quality of life of both disadvantaged adults and out-o
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school youth. This UNESCO Confucius Prize consists of a Diploma, a silver medal and
US$20,000.

70. Insufficient funding to this programme has hampered expansion and has delayed the
implementation of a new bridging year programme to enable Adult Upper Primary
Education graduates and Formal Education Grade 7 School leavers to progress to Grade 10.
This bridging programme will be the focus of work in adult education during 2014/15.

///{// )
e player in efforts to

provide out-of-school youth with life skills. In 2013, 10 278 part-time c ididates sat for the
Junior Secondary Certificate national examination, an mcrease\\§§ 12.1% ce
previous year. In addition, 23 360 part-time learners sat
Examination. Between 82% and 93% subject entries///g/é;r tl £ and Senior Certificate
Examination were graded. Twenty four percent©f the subjeet ent t both grades

1ty per\\\‘\&g\gg\recorded in 2012.

nal Senior. Certificate

s dents registered for the
such as the International
Welding and Metal Fabrication,

. An increase is expected in 2014 as
>

Plumbing and Pipe-Fitting and Offi

.
the third intake for TVET will comm

celn Ju

73.

o

in Community-based Work with Children and Youth,
the Diploma in

in E/%% Childheod Development and Pre-Primary Education, in 2013. The

e ing over 2,000 students for its professional programmes during

Coordination Support Services to Education
74. Coordination and Support Services comprise of the systematic collection, analysis and use of

education data from all programmes for accounting internally and externally for the

resources used and the results obtained. It also takes decisions on the basis of the available
information.

75. Financial and Human Resource Management of the Ministry, including the functions

delegated to Regional Councils, fleet management, provision of security setvices as well as
general maintenance resort under this programme.
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76.The programme further comprises of management and coordination of I'T services and
support to the mainstreaming of ICT in Education.

77. Significant efforts will go towards training, monitoring and audit functions in relation to the
delegated functions at regional level.

78. An amount of 249,262,355 is required to support the provision of public education services.

cience, Research and Technology

79. Thls programme is executed by the recendy estabhshed Natlonal Q@Inrmssma on Research

facilitate, promote and develop research, science
economic benefits of the country. This is in li

envisaging Namibia to become a knowledge—bé od

83. Notwithﬁanding the decline, we shall continue to spread knowledge and skills o
HIV/AIDS as well as the provision of psycho-social support to orphans and the vulnerabl
children. The funds required for training activities, development of information material, :
well as counselling support, amount to N310,005,000.

Conclusion
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84. Despite the disturbing news that this continent has been losing 20 000 professionals to the
developed nations and notwithstanding the fact that there are more African scientists.
engineers and architects in the USA and elsewhere, we must not disengage. As we continuc

to invest as a nation at this speed, the brain drain shall be turned into brain gain. I firmly
believe Namibia has the capacity to do just that.

85.0n behalf of the Team Education and entire education fraternity, allow me to humbl
request this house to pass vote 10 for the amount of N$13, 068, 166,000 (Thirteen Billios
Sixty Eight Million One Hundred and sixty six thousand Namibian Dollass) in totality.

I thank you. ”
Qy,

Vote 10 Budget Speech 10 March 2






