Contribution

by Hon. Maureen Hinda

Honourable Speaker
Honourable Members

1. I regard myself honoured to rise to reply to the questions posed by Hon Van den Heever
from the opposition party, on the ratification of treaties process and the recent cutting of
water of the Rehoboth residents.
2. Firstly, I feel it necessary to make a few general remarks whilst answering the questions
posed.

3. We have to bear in mind that there are two provisions in the Namibian Constitution, which
confer powers in relation to the processes involved in concluding international agreements,
namely: Article 32 (3) (e) which empowers the President (or his delegate )to "negotiate
and sign international agreements" and Article 63 (2) (e) which makes it the function of
the National Assembly to "agree to the ratification of ( ... ) international agreements which
have been negotiated and signed in terms of Article 32 (3) (e)" (by the President or his
delegate).

4. In circumstances where an international agreement requires that it be ratified in order for
it to come into force, the consideration whether Namibia should ratify such an
agreement becomes the function of the National Assembly by virtue of Article 63 (2)
(e) of the Namibian Constitution.

5. After the ratification process is complete, and the document has been deposited with the
entity responsible for receiving instruments of ratification through the Ministry of
International Relations and Cooperation, a confirmation will be received from the
depository to Namibia through the Ministry of International Relations and Cooperation, it
is then that Namibia would be considered to have ratified the agreement. Thereafter, it is
the responsibility of the relevant line Ministry to ensure that measures are put in place
to enable the Republic of Namibia to implement the ratified instrument.

6. Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, the measures to be put in place to enable
Namibia to implement the ratified instrument includes domesticating, internalising and
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7. In response to question 4 and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights, which Namibia
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9. Question

5, relating specifically to the cutting of water in Rehoboth, would best be
answered by the Ministry of Urban and Rural Development.
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