PETITION: CALL FOR DIALOGUE AND CONSIDERATION FOR
THE LIBERALIZATION ON THE CURRENT ABORTION ACT IN
NAMIBIA

2 July 2020
2020 -07- 02

RE: Petition to Liberalize the Abortion Law in Namibia |

SUMMARY:

The purpose of this petition is to express a collective plea to liberalize the current abortion law
in Namibia as well as to express the importance of what this liberalized law would mean in
Namibia and for Namibian women and girls. In order for radical social change to take place in
Namibia, myself (Beauty Boois) and civil society organisations as a collective, have assembled
to share and propose our current demands so that the issue can be prioritized and considered

accordingly.

Liberalizing the current abortion law in Namibia would uphold women’s Sexual Health and
Reproductive Rights (SHRR), prevent and reduce illegal and unsafe abortions, give Namibian
women autonomy over their own bodies, prevent unnecessary deaths and maternal morbidity
which reduces costs on women and on the health care system which is already burdened with
challenges, and possibly alleviate the issue of baby dumping in our country. It is our intention
to open the dialogue and to explore how the Abortion and Sterilization Act of South Africa
(1975) which Namibia currently operates under can be revised in order to address our collective

concerns.

THE PETITION:

It instils a deep sense of pride and faith in the Namibian government to know that the voices
of Namibian citizens are heard and our problems considered open-mindedly. The purpose of
this petition is to express a collective plea to liberalize and ratify the current abortion law in
Namibia as well as to display and prove, by way of a petition, that thousands of Namibians,
Namibian women in particular, have a similar desire. As equal citizens of Namibia with Human
Rights, we deserve to be heard and to practice autonomy, agency and choice over our own

bodies.

1 Namibian Coalition and Alliance Proposal to Liberalize the Abortion Act (1975) of South Africa




Not only are Namibian women and girls left without a choice but to break the law in order to
exercise a right to their reproductive status, but they are also risking their lives, health and
wellbeing in order to obtain illegal unsafe abortions. This puts the health of Namibian women
at serious risk: about 500 women die every year as a result of illegal, unsafe abortions. The
state’s lack of adequate provision for Post-Abortion Care (PAC) for example, which would still
result in criminalizing women, adding onto the threat against their wellbeing posed by Sexual
and Gender Based Violence (SGBV) in the country, all alludes and confirms that Namibia is
unsafe for women to practice their right to self-determination and freedom, as stipulated in our

Constitution.

In order for the Namibian Government to consider and truly prioritize access to safe abortion
care and post-abortion care, civil society is required to start the dialogue and propose the call
for this much needed dialogue that concerns and centers the Reproductive Rights and

Reproductive Justice of Namibian women and girls.

It is our conviction that the right to access safe and legal abortion in Namibia should be
accompanied by a prolonged national program and campaign that supplements the phasing out
of anewly amended Abortion Act such as: Sexual Health and Reproductive Rights sensitization
(SRHR), Comprehensive Sexuality Education training (CSE), Comprehensive Abortion Care
(CAC) training and programs, Values Clarification Inductions as well as further sensitization
on consent, baby dumping and the promotion of stigma-free Family Planning methods that
educate young women on the various methods and regulatory use of contraceptives. Psycho-
Social support or the strengthening thereof will also need to be implemented in to further
empower women who are considering or have undergone safe abortions to make well informed

decisions to freely practice their rights and freedom of bodily integrity.

Human Rights Activist, Rosa Namises, expressed enthusiasm about abortion rights in an
interview with Confidante Newspaper in 2019, stating that women should have the right to
control their own wombs and we vehemently agree with her statements and continue to stand

behind them.

Namibia is currently operating under the Abortion and Sterilization Act of South Africa
(1975) which was developed, inherited and enforced during the apartheid era and has currently
been repealed in South Africa, forty years later, with teen girls as young as twelve years old
who can access safe abortion on request without consent from their parents or a guardian. This

is an indication that the Act was never socio-economically feasible for women and girls, and
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definitely shows that Namibia has done nothing to amend an Act that would liberate vast rural

communities as they stand to benefit the most should safe abortion care be available.

We hope that a new Act can be developed for Namibians, considering the economic, social and
political climate of the country and that this petition results in an adequate bill for consideration
and further amendments by the Parliamentary Standing Committee and that the annulment or
liberalization of this Act be instituted in Namibia so that Namibian women can take full

ownership of their reproductive rights and practice autonomy over their own bodies.

DEMANDS/SUGGESTED REVISION AND AMENDMENTS TO THE ABORTION
AND STERILIZATION ACT OF SOUTH AFRICA (1975)

1. Parliamentary discussion and review of current pre-independence abortion law;

2. Development of a new progressive Abortion Bill that consolidates civil society and

institutional voices and advocacy;

(8]

Development of a Comprehensive Abortion Care (CAC) Program and Campaign that
holistically considers the socio-economic and political impact that a new amended
abortion bill would cause, supplemented by the: Comprehensive Sexuality Educational
Curriculum, Sexual Reproductive Health and Rights Training, Post-Abortion Care

Contraceptives Information Package and Family Planning.

e The Comprehensive Abortion Care (CAC) program will look at the current
maternal morbidity and mortality rate as related to unsafe abortions with a
comparative analysis to countries who have legalized or expanded their abortion
laws.

e CAC program will establish the economic burden unsafe abortion has on our
health system.

e CAC program will establish the economic barriers women face to access safe
abortion care even in countries with legal abortion in order for Namibia’s

program to be more responsive, progressive and comprehensive.
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e CAC program will identify and establish a network of partnerships that could
intervene on launching a pilot phase on the new amended bill to ensure that
transition gradually occurs as other forms of social inductions intervene, and to
allow room for capacity building of health practitioners and the health care
systems.

e CAC will estimate and propose a national interim budget to procure the
necessary abortion resources as per the World Health Organization
recommended standards.

e CAC program will aim to establish mobile or remote clinics for abortion related
matters to respond swiftly and promptly to women who need to access to
contraceptives or a safe abortion.

e CAC will conduct national periodic dialogue and interventions to educate
women, men and the public on the importance of responsible sexual behaviour
which will be supported by a CSE curriculum and SRHR trainings.

e CAC will establish networks with traditional leaders and churches to create a
curriculum that is faith-conscious but emphasizes the fundamental human rights

of women and girls in order to bridge differences.

4. National Values Clarification Dialogue to bridge the common myths and
misconceptions on abortion that will address abortion stigma which might prevent

women and girls from seeking safe legal abortion.

5. Expand the legalization of the current abortion act to include:

e Abortion to be performed and procured by medical doctors, mid-level health
care providers such as nurses and midwives, and any health practitioner that can
be trained to perform these abortions;

e Women and girls from the age of 15 to access abortion upon request without
parental and guardian consent;

e The right to terminate an abortion of up to 28 weeks, and;

e The inclusion of trans and queer bodies whose gender identity and sexual
orientation would be met with more stigma and for their reproductive rights to
be affirmed.
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6. The procurement of contraceptives that last longer for women in rural areas who do not

have direct and immediate access to a health facility or health practitioner
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Yours Sincerely,

Banshee Beauty Boois

BBPsoca

Activist
booisbeaut ail.com

Ndiilo Nthengwe

Advocacy & Communications Officer
advocacy@outrightnamibia.org.na

Out-Right Namibia

Hildegard Titus

HHa>

Power Pad Girls
powerpadgirls@gmail.com

Tuwilika Nafuka

o

President of AMSNA
Association of Medical Students of Namibia
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Venecia Shanjenka
Administrative Officer
Slutshame Movement

Pombili Kadhila-Amoomo

Advisor
IANNA Community

EM

YoungFeminiifs Moyement: Namibla
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