
RESPONSE BY THE HONOURABLE DEPUTY MINISTER OF
MINISTRY OF GENDER EQUALITY AND CHILD WELFARE

1. Can the Honorable Minister please explain on this House why the nation
is not educated on the provision of this Act on this matter? If such
education took place, can the Honorable Minister inform this House when,
where and how the nation is/has been educated?

~,,~:,.,..-----------------
Answers: Honorable ~ thank you very much for the question therefore
I am confident to inform this Honorable House that the Ministry of Gender
Equality and child welfare has a Legal Literacy Programme in place and has
started as far asYear 2003, targeting to educate members of the general public
including ,tr~ditionalleaders who are the custodian of our tradition~"chlture in iHte-
communitf~ .The main aim of this programme is to educate all our
people on all Gender related laws and policies in order for them to understand
their rights and obligations as well as where to go and what to do when their
rights have been violated by any members of the society which include families
or non-family members. The law, which the Ministry is educating the
communities among others are:

1. The Constitution of the Republic of Namibia especially Article 10,
Article 6, Article 8, Article 66, and Article 95 of the constitution.

2. Maintenance Act Part II, which is on Duty to Maintain, whereby Section
4 is very well explained by our officials and other service; provider.such
as Legal Assistance Center to all members of our community. Parents are
entitled to claim maintenance in terms of the Law, therefore they lifO at
libe~r 1Q. ~heir legal rights ~ approach the court to claim for
maintenance against their children who are neglecting them in terms of
section 4 (2) of the Maintenance Act No 9 of Year 2003.This information
are also gWen/explained to the membel!9fthe,co,mmunity through~dia
suc~;adios i¥rficiallanguage as well a;J~al~guage~ I *~r~-f$
~ '-'A s-f.,-l es. ~~I vftIq .-I;lJM- ~ ~~ Ilk j,fe I ~ I-'~ /If ~;to,--s,
Therefore, this programme is an ongoing programme in our Ministry; we
have staff members in all 14 regions who are educating communities on
those Laws and policies that are of paramount important~to improve the
living standard of all our people at all levels.



3. Can the Honorable Minister please explain to this House why the..
Provision of this Act on the matter is not enforced? Or if it is------- -
enforced can the Honorable Minister inform this House how many
cases where reported to the relevant authorities and how many~
parents wer r ted the . t to be . tained b their . dren? .

Answer: As a Ministry we cannot say the provision of the Act is not enforced
because is a legal duty for each and every person who is affected to report to the
relevant authority, in this case to the magistrate court of his or her jurisdiction
whereby the court must enforce the Law as provided for. Therefore it wi be
misleadin . ormationif we sa e provisio~. s ~t o;(this rna is not
enfor . The reason bei at someone ve to ort ~e cour .n order for
th court to grant m . tenance in te s of the ct.

4. On the case of how many parents were granted the right to be
maintained by their children,

The Ministry of Gender Equality and Child Welfare does not keep the statistics
in this regards; the Ministry of Justice through the courts have the mandate to
hear the cases.

I thank you!


