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Question 1 (2023-02-15)

Hon. Kauandenge (NUDO) asked the Minister of Mines and Energy:

Last year there was a heated debate in the country about who owns our minerals in this 
country, it was a heated debate that went to the extent that Namibians came out strongly 
against exploitation of our minerals by foreigners.

Hon speaker, it is important to kick of this question with the quotation from our very 
own Constitution, our Constitution says “all minerals rights are vested in the state and 
are regulated by the minerals (prospecting and mining) act of 1992”.

Our minerals (prospecting and mining) act, 1992 (no. 33 stated amongst others that this 
is an act to provide for the reconnaissance, prospecting and mining for, and disposal of, 
and the exercise of control over, minerals in Namibia”.

Having quoted the above legal provisions on our statue books one would have assumed 
that guided by the above, we as a country should have been in total control of our 
minerals resources, but this appears to not be the case.

It was and it is still disheartening to have noted both the president and the Minister of 
Mines trying to tell this nation last year that whoever puts the bulk of the money upfront 
for the exploration purposes control our minerals and have the biggest share in the long 
run.

I would therefore like to ask the Hon Minister to confirm or deny that this government, 
and those who were Ministers before him have sold this country minerals for a song 
or not.

Giving you the benefit of doubt and that you will not answer me like some Ministers 
in this house do, as if when we ask questions they are doing us a favor, while it is their 
constitutional obligation to do so, I now ask the following:
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1.	 Is it true that almost all our mines are foreign owned and our government receive 
a pittance on behalf of the citizens only?

	 Is it true that Langer Heinrich Mine is 100% owned by Heinrich Uranium PTY 
LTD and government owns 0% and this is one of the biggest mines in the country?

2.	 This mine is located at the foot of the Langer Heinrich Mountain in the Namib 
Desert near Swakopmund. I must add that Namibia is ranked 4th largest producer 
of uranium worldwide, behind Kazakhstan, Canada and Australia and produce 
about 7.1 % of uranium oxide worldwide.

	 Why then does the country not benefit from its uranium and if this facts are correct, 
why does Langer Heinrich owns 100% of our uranium, while uranium is one of 
the five minerals resources that were declared strategic by the Namibian Government 
in 2011, is this hypocrisy on the side of the Namibian Government or simply 
negligent?

	 This mine was under care and maintenance and it is about to resume operation in 
2024, my question is will it still continue under the same percentage allocation or 
not?

3.	 Is it true that Rio Tinto owns 69% in the Rossing Mine, while Government only own 
3%, Iranians 15%, SA 10%, others 3%? This is the world’s longest running open pit 
uranium and has been in operation since 1976, and yet our government own only 
3%.

	 This Mine produced 3.711 tons of Uranium oxide, it is the fifth largest uranium 
mine with 8% of global output, is this correct that we as Namibians owns only 3%?

	 Your Ministry extended this mine license in August 2022 for another 10 years from 
2026 to 2036, one would like to know, have you extended it under this draconian, 
insensitive terms or are there new terms in which the Namibian people through 
you as the line Minster will benefit properly?

4.	 It is true that Scorpion Zinc mine is 100% owned by Vendata and Government 
own 0%, while Scorpion Zinc mine is the 8th largest zinc mine in the world 
producing special high grade (shg). This mine has the potential to run for another 
15 years, again more 15 years of nothing to the Namibian people I must add, I 
am aware that the mine is currently under maintenance but with a possibility of 
reopening soon for another 15 years.

5.	 Is it true that Tsumeb Smelter is 100% owned by Dundee Precious Metals a 
Canadian firm and again our government owns nothing at 0%? This smelter process 
concentrate from the Tsumeb copper mine and is one of the only five commercial 
scale smelters in Africa?

	 The same scenarios are and continue to repeat itself as follows: Navachab Mine 
a subsidiary of QKR Corporation Limited that owns this mine 92.5% and the 
Namibian government owns a mere 7.5%

	 Oshikoto Gold Mine B2 Gold owns 90% EVI Mining 10% and GRN 0%
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	 Husab Mine, Swakop Uranium 90%, GRN 10%

	 Etango Uranium Mine, Bannerman Resources owns 100% and GRN 0%

	 Trekkopie Mine it is owned wholly by Areva 100% and GRN 10%

	 Norosa Uranium owned by Forsys Metal 100% and GRN 0%

	 Rosh Pinah Zinc Mine owned by Glencore 80% and GRN 0% while 20% is owned 
by others one wonders who are the others.

	 Otjihase Tschidi Matchless Coper Mines owned by Weatherly International at 
95.8%, GRN 2.65 and others 1.6% who are the others?

	 Hon. Speaker, this point to a rather depressing picture that must not be allowed 
to continue.

	 Hon. Minister, you owe this nation a proper explanation as to what is happening 
to our minerals and why government allows potential investors in our mining 
sector, without government demanding adequate percentage for our raw materials 
or minerals, on behalf of the citizens of our country?

6.	 Is the above painted picture correct and if yes, why is the Namibian Government 
happy with this status quo and if not happy what are the immediate remedial 
interventions from the government to address this situation that is so bleak and 
really disappointing to the core?

	 How can a country so rich in minerals allow itself to be exploited by foreigners, 
while receiving peanuts for our minerals?

_________________

Question 8 (2023-02-15)

Hon. Diergaardt (PDM) asked the Minister of Home Affairs, Immigration, Safety and 
Security:

People have lost their lives at the hands of the Namibian Police, who are trusted to 
protect the lives of people. The most direct connection between police brutality and 
public health is the fact that police brutality kills and injures people. The clearest 
indication out there is that we don’t regard police brutality as a public health issue. 
Police brutality affects public health because it affects an indicator of population health, 
which is life expectancy. Police brutality is also a major violation of human rights. 
Incidents of police brutality in Namibia are swept under the rug.

I thus wish to ask the Honourable Minister the following:

1.	 How many complaints of police brutality in Namibia have been received by the 
Internal Investigation Directorate to date?

2.	 How many Police brutality investigations are currently underway?

3.	 How many prosecutions and convictions have been concluded?
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4.	 Is the Internal Investigation Directorate independent and impartial when 
investigating incidents of police brutality in Namibia?

_________________

Question 16 (2023-02-21)

Hon. Kauandenge (NUDO) asked the Minister of Higher Education, Technology and 
Innovation:

Hon. Minister, I take it on face value that you are all too aware of the Education Act 
that stipulates that only the University of Namibia is allowed by law to offer LLB 
degree in Namibia.

Despite this provision in our Education Act which in any case to me is outdated and 
need urgent review, I must state that to me this is an outright monopolistic policy 
that have no place in a modern, open and education starved Namibia. I must add that 
while this policy is still in place, the Qualification Authority of Namibia has accredited 
Triumphant College to offer a 3 year Law Advanced Diploma course.

Interestingly students studying this 3 year Advanced Diploma course are also funded 
by NSAF if they qualify making this College amongst those popular higher learning 
institutions in our country.

Hon. Speaker, I must add that those of us who have actually set in a class, studied 
into the wee hours of the night, did assignments and actually set for examinations with 
time limitations, can attest to the fact that, studying Law takes a strong mental state, 
perseverance and high discipline as it is one of the most difficult field of studies.

Here I’m not talking about the receivers of Honorary degrees who get them on a silver 
platter, not at all. This is a field in which you must invest your time and commitment, 
equally it is not a cheap field to study as well.

Therefore it defies logic, and one would want to know what the men’s rea was of those 
who drafted this Education Act was at the time and I’m not referring to the criminal state 
of mind as in a criminal case, but merely asking the state of mind of those drafters of 
our Education Act at the time when they drafted this Act.

This question is important because on one hand you have an Education Act that give 
autonomy to Unam exclusively to offer an LLB degree in Namibia, while you have 
Triumphant College accredited by the Qualification Authority to offer Law at an 
Advanced diploma level.

However disappointingly is that students who completed their Advanced Diploma in 
Law at Triumphant College and apply to Unam must go and re-start their law studies 
from the first year, is this true Hon Minister as they don’t receive credits for subjects 
already covered during their three years studies at Triumphant College?

Hon. Minister, is it true that a young man/woman from Katutura can study law for three 
years at Triumphant College and then on completion, Unam does not recognize this 
qualification and the poor student can be admitted to the law faculty at Unam, but he or 
she must re start his or her study from scratch?
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This then means that a Student who start at Unam doing law will study an LLB for 
only 4 years, while a student who first goes and study an Advance Diploma in law at 
Triumphant College, will altogether study for his or her LLB a combined 7 years? What 
a waste, what a mockery of our education system, what a heartless education system 
we have in this country.

If indeed this is true Hon. Minister, don’t you think this in an urgent matter that must 
be rectified with the outmost urgency it deserve forthwith, with the amendment of the 
Higher Education Act?

This is a wastage of our country resources and must be rectified soonest, because 
Government spend money for three years through NSAF educating this students at 
Triumphant College that goes to waste after their 3 years study in Law at this college, 
then Government spend another funds for another four years at Unam for them to obtain 
their LLB, this is pure illogical, wastage of meagre resources and at best misplaced in 
all its probabilities.

Hon. Speaker, the Minister owes this House serious and factual answers to the above 
questions, because this scenario cannot be allowed to continue for another day. Parents 
spend their hard earned money to fund this students at Triumphant College that want to 
pursue Law for three years, only to be told after they graduate that Unam cannot give 
them credits for subjects already covered and that they must start afresh, what kind of 
mickey mouse education is this really, it is simply not on.

When will this monopoly granted to Unam come to an end in this country, whereby they 
are the only institution that have the right to offer an LLB degree?

Why can’t other higher institution of learning in Namibia not offer LLB, if we have the 
Namibia Qualifications Authority that can accredit such institutions to make sure that 
they meet the requirements to offer an LLB qualification just like UNAM?

Hon. Minister, you owe this nation an unfettered reply, bone to a bone, as thousands 
are waiting in anticipation for your answer and I hope that you will do so.

_________________

Question 36 (2023-03-02)

Hon. McHenry Venaani (PDM) asked the Minister of Home Affairs, Immigration, 
Safety and Security:

Nearing the month end of December last year the newly appointed Inspector General of 
the Namibian Police Force was involved in a fatal car crash, where he is said to be the 
only survivor, leaving three dead. According to a report of The Namibian, titled “Police 
Chief Involved in Accident”, published 30 December 2022, the police spokesperson 
Kauna Shikwambi herself described information as “sketchy’’. And indeed, sketchy it 
remains.

Inspector General, Joseph Shikongo, unlike every other person driving a car involved in 
a fatal accident and would be investigated for culpable homicide, has enjoyed unjustified 
immunity from the law, and was exempt from arrest and a breathalyser test – in direct 
contradiction with our laws.
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Article 10(1) All persons shall be equal before the law.

While we know it is not within the ambit of their powers for members of the force to 
initiate the arrest of the Inspector General at the scene of the accident, equality and the 
values of constitutionalism were well within reach. His Excellency, President Geingob 
could have invoked his power to order the arrest of the Inspector General.

As if this was not enough to undermine justice, Inspector General Joseph Shikongo 
remains in office, as head of NAMPOL, the very institution investigating the accident in 
which three Namibians lost their lives, and he, the driver, was the sole survivor.

Thus, I ask:

1.	 Does your office recognise the conflict of interest presented by Joseph Shikongo 
being both the object of an investigation with an implication as serious as culpable 
homicide, while simultaneously serving as the head of the investigating institution?

2.	 What mechanisms are in place to ensure that members of the force can investigate 
the accident without fear, intimidation or influence?

3.	 Why wasn’t the Inspector General tested for alcohol at the scene of the accident?

4.	 Why hasn’t the Inspector General been arrest?

5.	 Why hasn’t the Inspector General been suspended?

6.	 Is it procedural and correct to have a vehicle removed from the scene of a crime 
or accident before the Crime Investigation Department visits the scene and takes 
pictures thereof?

7.	 What are the consequences of negligence or failure to perform due diligence and 
correct procedures in an instance such as the one above described?

8.	 Why was the Inspector General’s vehicle removed from the accident scene in the 
absence of the CID and without pictures of the vehicle and scene being taken?

9.	 What precedent does the handling of this case set?

10.	 How should the public interpret the manner in which this case has been handled, in 
consideration of the issues here raised?

11 .Can the police be trusted to uphold law and order impartially?
_________________

Question 38 (2023-03-02)

Hon. Seibeb (LPM) asked the Minister of Environment, Forestry and Tourism:

The nation at large, and particularly the policy makers, and implementers of the 
Landless People’s Movement (LPM) and its Policy Unit are concerned about the 
post-COVID-19 tourism strategy of Namibia. Some African countries, such as 
Rwanda, Botswana, Kenya, Tanzania and South Africa have developed post-COVID-19 
tourism strategies and strategic Plans for implementation. Rwanda has invested heavily 
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in Rwanda Air as part of the tourism marketing strategy as well as supplementing this 
with Visit Rwanda campaign by sponsoring Arsenal soccer club. Recently, South Africa 
Tourism Board tried almost this strategy with Tottenham Hotspur before the outcry by 
the public in that country. We all know by now that KORA investment was a wasted 
investment.

Hence, the following questions:

1.	 What is our post-COVID-19 tourism strategy and plan?

2.	 Is Namibia Tourism Board (NTB) still active and when shall the permanent Chief 
Executive Officer’s (CEO) term come to an end?

3.	 NTB faced financial problems in the previous two years to the point that they 
could not pay staff salaries and other related services. Has the situation improved?

4.	 What is the strategy to attract more tourists as far as our domestic tourism market 
and international market is concerned?

5.	 How much is our annual affiliation/subscription fees at the World Tourism 
Organisation (WTO) and how many Namibians are working there now?

_________________

Question 39 (2023-03-02)

Hon. Seibeb (LPM) asked the Minister of Urban and Rural Development:

You issued a communication to the Mayor of Khorixas Town Council, Her Worship 
Hon. Lena #Gaeses on 13 February 2023 informing her about the employment contract 
of the Chief Executive Officer, which lapsed on 28 February 2023. We understand 
that there was some meddling with the Special Council Meetings, which were held on 
30 November 2022 and 13 December 2022 and that you advised the Council that since 
no substantive Ordinary Council Meetings were held in terms of Section 15(3) of the 
Local Authorities Act, 1992 (Act No. 23 of 1992) that those Special Council Meetings 
remain invalid until confirmation at the proceeding of Ordinary Council Meeting. On 
28 February 2023, the governing political party at that local authority recalled two of 
its Councilors from the town council with immediate effect.

Hence, the following questions:

1.	 We understand that there are some talks of municipal funds embezzlement at 
Khorixas Town Council. Will you investigate such claims or refer them to the 
Anti-Corruption Commission?

2.	 Did you approach the Attorney-General to seek a legal opinion on the validity, 
criminality and forging of the Special Council Meetings which were held in 
November and December 2022, respectively?

3.	 There are claims of misappropriation and embezzlement of funds at the town 
council. Will you investigate such claims?

4.	 Have you notified the Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) about such claims?
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5.	 When do we expect a response on the state of affairs of Khorixas Town Council 
insofar as it relates to the administration, management, financial audit, human 
resource audit and development projects audit, and your correspondence with 
the Attorney-General, the Auditor-General and Anti-Corruption Commission?

_________________

Question 46 (2023-03-08)

Hon. Dienda (PDM) asked the Minister of Home Affairs, Immigration, Safety and 
Security:

Namibia and Botswana signed a memorandum of understanding on the 24th February 
2023 to permit citizens of the two countries to use identity cards to cross their borders. 
The agreement is said to eliminate barriers to the free movement of people, goods and 
services. While free movement will be implemented, we cautiously need to ensure that 
the aspects of criminality and security threats are closely watched.

The integrity of passports is a key component of national and international anti-crime 
and anti-terrorism strategies. Because travel documents can be powerful tools in the 
hands of criminals or terrorists, controlling the security of a country’s travel document 
and its issuance processes directly impacts not only national and international security 
but also international respect for the integrity of the document.

I thus wish to ask the Honourable Minister the following:

1.	 Namibians can currently only obtain an ID from 16 years. Does this mean that 
those under the age of 16 must travel with passports?

2.	 How will this new initiative ensure that national security is not compromised?

3.	 Please explain the integrity of the new Namibian ID’s and the Botswana ID cards 
in relation to national and international anti-crime strategies?

4.	 The demand for the new ID cards will increase because of this new initiative 
between Namibia and Botswana. Does the Ministry have the capacity to meet this 
demand in terms of issuing the new ID’s?

5.	 What will happen in instances when the courts of law constrains people to surrender 
their travel documents? Will the people also then surrender their ID cards since the 
ID cards are now also regarded as travel documents?

6.	 People use IDs for almost every important issue on a daily basis like financial 
transactions, applications, and declarations just to name a few. If people have to 
surrender their IDs when obligated by the courts of law, it will surely negatively 
impact the lives of the people. Can the Ministry explain how this implication 
will be addressed?

7.	 When exactly will this new initiative come into effect?
_________________

- 310 -



- 114 -

Question 50 (2023-03-14)

Hon. Dienda (PDM) asked the Minister of Information and Communication 
Technology.

The NBC has its Headquarters located in Windhoek and Regional Offices in 
Keetmanshoop, Katima Mulilo, Rundu, Oshakati, Otjiwarongo and Swakopmund. A 
Facebook post was made this morning by a certain Real Estate company, detailing 
that the NBC building in Swakopmund is up for rent. The post further indicates that 
the NBC building will be available for rent on the 1st of April 2023.

I therefore wish to ask the Honourable Minister the following:

1.	 The employees of the NBC Swakopmund Office are unaware of this new 
development. Why is such important information withheld from the employees?

2.	 Why is the NBC Swakopmund building up for rent in the first place?

3.	 Information has it that the NBC Swakopmund office is relocating to another 
building in Swakopmund at the end of this month (March 2023). Is NBC going 
to rent this building they are moving into? If yes, what will the cost implications 
be?

4.	 Where will the new NBC Swakopmund Offices be located?
_________________

Question 52 (2023-03-15)

Hon. Seibeb (LPM) asked the Minister of Environment, Forestry and Tourism.

We took note of current conversations in Namibia about the concerns by hunting 
associations in southern African countries, constituting Kavango Zambezi Transfrontier 
Conservation Area (KAZA TFCA) are enraged that hunting trophies will not be 
allowed to enter the United Kingdom territory. This will have a major implication 
to our tourism sector.

Questions:

1.	 Hon. Minister, are you aware of this latest development?

2.	 Did you meet other Ministers of Environment and Tourism forming core of the 
Kavango Zambezi Transfrontier Conservation Area (KAZA TFCA) to address 
this situation?

3.	 What is our two-way tourism traffic and tourism statistics with the United 
Kingdom?

4.	 How much, in monetary terms and services and industry are we stand to lose out 
as a country?

5.	 Hon. Minister, did you meet the Ambassador of the United Kingdom to discuss 
this critical situation?
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6.	 What remedial action will you employ to address this situation?

7.	 Have you engage the Namibian Chamber of Environment (NCE), Namibia Tourism 
Board (NTB) and Federation of Namibian Tourism Associations (FENATA) in 
this regard to get better advice and commitment to ensure that our trophy hunting 
industry is not affected in economic terms negatively?

_________________

Question 53 (2023-03-15)

Hon. Seibeb (LPM) asked the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of International 
Relations and Cooperation.

President Kais Saied of Tunisia drew international criticism and concern of stoking 
anti-Black racism in which he ordered a crackdown on sub-Saharan African migrants 
and lashed out at a perceived plot to erase Tunisia’s identity. The comments fanned 
racist abuse targeting black people in Tunisia, and prompted some African countries to 
evacuate their citizens.

Questions:

1.	 What is our diplomatic relationship with Tunisia, both in political and economic 
context? What is the two-way trade between our two countries?

2.	 How many Namibians live in Tunisia? If any, do we have evacuation plans?

3.	 Hon. Minister, you did not condemn Tunisian President but you condemned 
murderers of George Floyd etc. in the past. Why don’t you condemn the actions 
of the racist Tunisian President? And do you approve his racist ideology?

4.	 Did our President (Dr. Hage Geingob) raised his concern about this renewed 
racism occurring at the African Union level?

5.	 Hon. Minister, have you summoned the Tunisian Ambassador to Windhoek and 
inquire about their country’s stance regarding racism?

_________________

Question 54 (2023-03-15)

Hon. Seibeb (LPM) asked the Minister of Finance and Public Enterprises.

We received information in good confidence that NIDA was unable to pay salaries 
for its workers in Naute Dam month end, and did not also pay overtime for over six 
months.

Questions:

1.	 Is it true that NIDA did not pay its workers at Naute Dam for last month, as well as 
overtime in the past six months?

2.	 How did NIDA ended up employing the current manager at Naute Dam, who has 
failed in Aussenkehr at the grape farms?
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3.	 Is NIDA meeting production targets and if so, why are they not paying the 
workers overtime which is due to them?

_________________

Question 55 (2023-03-15)

Hon. Dr. Iijaambo (SWANU) asked the Minister of Environment, Forestry and 
Tourism.

Our different species of animals roam the diverse beautiful savanna, forests and 
grasslands of Namibia. Some will be found in the length and breadth of our deserts.

Since time immemorial people cohabitated and lived off the variegated species of 
important animals in our country, like lions, they only slaughtered what they needed 
to consume. Not for pleasure.

Considering the emotive and absolutely sensitive land issue, SWANU of Namibia 
suggest that there be a ceiling for land ownership in the country.

The land issue was, continue to be, and will always be of pivotal importance.

Consequently, unless we undo what was officially and legally systematically 
promulgated by the apartheid regime, we cannot have an equitable, egalitarian and 
transparent society. Our martyrs perished as a result of the genuine struggle for land.

The following questions are therefore worth serious consideration.

1.	 Why do we allow ourselves to be part of the trophy hunting bandwagon?

2.	 If all animals are part and parcel of Namibia’s biodiversity, who solely benefit 
from the trophies hunted?

3.	 Why allow few bourgeois around the globe, especially from developed countries 
to devastate our animals through trophy hunting?

4.	 Have we reduced our variegated precious animal species to trophies that does 
not benefit all?

5.	 How many rich individuals are allowed to hunt how many trophies per annum?

6.	 What will our future generations be left with, if we are so desperate about the 
lucrative profits gained from trophy hunting currently?

7.	 According to the licensing department of the Ministry, a trophy hunting licence 
is worth N$100. Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, Fellow Namibians, 
the average amount of a single Big Five easily amounts to ±N$50,000-00. Who 
possesses the hunting licence?

8.	 The reality of our country’s political economy and common sense, which happen 
not to be common, dictates that this boils down to the unresolved restitution of 
the prevalent land question. Who own our land?
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9.	 Does our sovereignty’s political will if any, capacitate us to redefine and 
re-demarcate ourselves?

_________________

Question 57 (2023-03-28)

Hon. Kauandenge (NUDO) asked the Minister of Home Affairs, Immigration, Safety 
and Security.

Hon. Minister it was only yesterday when Namibians fought bitterly against 
South African racist Government apartheid laws, pledging that once we attain our 
independence we will get rid of all those oppressive laws. It is therefore surprising 
that we have laws such as the 1989 Public Gathering Proclamation still on our statue 
books in this day and age in an independent Namibia. A proclamation that was used to 
put many of our people in prison during that time and we haven’t changed it to fit with 
the new independent Namibia narrative.

Equally of late we are informed that police brutality against innocent civilians are on 
the increase as to date over 248 civil cases against the police have been opened for 
assault to illegal detention of members of the public. This has resulted in Government 
paying over 3 Million and still counting after being found guilty by the courts.

I thus ask:

1.	 The right to protest can be located in Article 21(1) (D) of our Constitution, Hon. 
Minister do you agree with me that the 1989 Proclamation on Public Gathering is 
in total conflict with the provisions of our Constitution and that it needs to be 
amended with immediate effect?

2.	 In light of the above stated ever increasing cases of civil cases lodged against the 
Namibian police officers, do our police officers get basic legal training in order for 
them to establish the Mens Rea and Actus Reus in any given case before arresting 
a person, to avoid being sued later for illegal detention or arrest of a member of 
the public?

3.	 Because this are the two most important elements for one to get a conviction in 
especially criminal cases. Is it perhaps also not here at the level of investigation and 
arrest where many cases are thrown out, because they are dead on arrival and the 
magistrate has no other option then to struck them from the Roll?

4.	 Would you agree with me that although Police officers act on behalf of the State in 
the execution of their duties that somehow they must be made to pay from their 
own pockets, when found guilty of brutality and disregarding the law when 
arresting or dealing with members of the public?

5.	 Because as it stand they can beat someone, or arrest someone without following 
due process and at the end of the day the State is liable and pays up, which means 
us the tax payers continue to foot the bill of those unruly police officers?

6.	 Hon. Minister do you still maintain that you have a professional police force in 
this country, while the evidence suggest that you have a police force that is at war 
with its own citizens, and that lacks the most important ingredients that must be 
present when working with civilians which is empathy?
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7.	 Finally Hon. Minister do you agree with me that we as people representatives 
must be able to identify and repeal oppressive laws now while we can, while we 
have this positions of power, failure to do so once we become ordinary citizens we 
or our kids, families risk to face the same ordeal, and by that time when we cry out 
and pinpoint the shortcomings in those laws, Namibians will say but you were there, 
you had all the powers to change those laws but you conveniently ignored them, 
because at the time the system protected you and you did not feel them?

_________________

Question 58 (2023-04-11)

Hon. Katjimune (PDM) asked the Minister of Labour, Industrial Relations and 
Employment Creation.

Honourable Minister,

The Social Security Commission (SSC) had a Post-Retirement Medical Aid Benefit 
for its employees, which was a condition of employment. This benefit was terminated 
as a condition of employment on 30 November 2023 through an agreement between 
NAPWU and the SSC, on the advice of Octagon Actuaries & Consultants.

The employees were then presented with four options by the actuaries in as far as their 
accrued benefits are concerned. The options were as follows:

Option 1: Receive Benefit as Cash
Option 2: Transfer Benefit to a Preservation Fund
Option 3: Purchase an Annuity with insurance company
Option 4: Eligible employees who are 55 years of age or above may opt to remain on 
the Post-Retirement Medical Benefit

It has emerged that 92% of the employees chose Option 1, which is to receive the 
benefit as cash, and this choice was approved by the board in 2022. The employees 
were also informed that the payments will be made on 25 September 2022. The 
employer event went as far as issuing quotations reflecting the amounts employees 
were to receive on 25 September 2022, and employees then went to banks and took 
out loans. The SSC even guaranteed banks that the money will be paid.

However, the Minister then autocratically decided to reject the choice of the employees 
and instead instructed them to choose either option two or three. Hence, no payments 
have been effected up to date, and this has created friction within the workplace at the 
Social Security Commission and left employees in a precarious financial predicament:

I therefore ask the Honourable Minister:

1.	 What informed your autocratic decision to go against the democratic vote of the 
employees in choosing Option 1, rather than Option 2 and 3?

2.	 What is plan to ensure that this impasse is resolved and that the employees are given 
what is rightfully due to them and that the payments are paid out expeditiously?

3.	 Last but not least, how are you planning to remedy the low morale at SSC that has 
emanated from this unfortunate situation?

_________________
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Question 60 (2023-04-13)

Hon. Swartbooi (LPM) asked the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of International 
Relations and Cooperation.

In recent times news emerged that the small Island of Great Britain was at pains about 
Namibians of Ovaherero descent who have taken to live in Britain for economic reasons. 
The number of applicants for asylum to the UK which have been declined are said to 
be at one thousand Namibians. They have an exceptionally rude Home Secretary by the 
name of Suella Braverman.

Among the reasons for the decline of these applications is that Namibia is a safe country 
without any political oppression and marginalisation. This is far from the truth and it is 
our information that many of those Namibians that wish to stay in the UK are doing so 
out of lack of economic opportunities in the country of their birth, viz, Namibia.

For many of these Namibians to return to Namibia would mean a life of pauperism 
and as Thomas Hobbes espoused, a life of solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short. It 
is not strange that the UK government, along with its historic imperialist, racist logic 
of domination for self-gain, deciphered that they will not recognize the legitimate 
challenges confronting these Namibians. In fact, the entire EU has been spitting out 
African asylum seekers for the last two decades, simply on the basis of the color of 
their skin, completely ignoring the impact of the neo-liberal economic policies that they 
imposed upon the African people, with disastrous economic and social consequences.

Yet, these same EU and UK and broader Western governments would be eager to 
participate in the African brain-drain, by inviting Africans to apply for citizenship 
in their countries when they have a skills-shortages and are in need of qualified and 
competent African labour. Yet, poor African societies have invested billions to educate 
these African professionals, and they take them at will without even refunding the 
African societies for the dollar-to-dollar investments made to be built local capacity for 
our own development. This is of course the sad story of the global north fighting the 
economic and social progress of the global south.

Questions:

1.	 There is a suggestion by the British government, which they denied unconvincingly 
to us, that UK VISA laws will change, requiring Namibians to possess VISAS as a 
prerequisite for entry into the Island of Britain. What is the progress in this matter 
since the last time this issue was raised here?

2.	 What is the Namibian government’s view and retort on its citizens, namely the 
Ovaherero in the UK, being harassed, labelled, and criminalized as trespasses and 
delinquents by the UK, without any authoritative evidence being canvassed to 
amplify their assertions? Has there been case-by-case reporting on this issue and 
have there been talks to resolve this question of national importance, or are we just 
bowing to the whims of the small Island country of Britain?

_________________
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Question 61 (2023-04-13)

Hon. Swartbooi (LPM) asked the Minister of Finance and Public Enterprises.

The Zambezi Waterfront Tourism Park has not been functioning since 2016. The only 
time the Waterfront was optimally utilized as a COVID-19 quarantine facility. There is 
a 100 million dollars needed to revamp the Zambezi Waterfront Tourism Park. We are 
informed, after 189 million dollars was used, and 57 million dollars vanished into thin 
air, no arrests or inquiries were made to determine how the latter amount was spent. The 
land still belongs to Katima Mulilo Town Council.

This resort is in a prime location to gain greater tourists numbers from 5 different 
countries on the Kavango – Zambezi river’s. However, two years ago, it was expressed 
that Government must stop building tourism facilities as it does not have the capacity 
to manage these profitably. This was said by the Minister of Environment and Tourism, 
Pohamba Shifeta.

Therefore the questions:

1.	 Why has there not been any concerted effort made to follow through on how 
$57 million were either lost or stolen?

2.	 What is the eventual plan of the government to ensure that the Waterfront of 
Katima becomes profitable?

3.	 Will the Minister state whether they will investigate the whereabouts of the 
$57 million, and when he will do so?

_________________

Question 62 (2023-04-25)

Hon. Isaaks (LPM) asked the Minister of Mines and Energy.

Last year, around about the same time, the Electricity Control Board approved a tariff 
adjustment, and Nampower subsequently increased tariffs with 5.8%. At the time the 
ECB in its tariff adjustment brief stated that the review was made after a 2-year pause.

The ECB stated that “annual electricity tariff reviews are conducted to ensure that 
utilities charge appropriate tariffs to collect enough revenue to enable reliable and 
efficient operations at affordable rates.”

This year again, Nampower asks the ECB to approve an upward adjustment of 
16.85%.

I have not seen the brief of this year, and is thus in the dark about reasons for a rather 
steep increase that is proposed.

Nampower reported a drop in sales amounting to about 5 percent and a loss of profit 
before interest and tax to the tune of 2.3 billion NAD compared to a 1.1 billion profit 
in the preceding year.

Nampower blamed the losses on weak collection of payments from customers, economic 
downturn of the past 5 years exacerbated by Covid 19.
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Questions:

1.	 Can the Hon. Minister confirm that Nampower is facing for the first time in 5 years 
some financial woes, occasioned by sluggish economy and Covid 19, therefore 
external factors and to what extent those are the prevalent reasons? How much 
of the losses could be attributed to management, under or over reporting or other 
internal factors?

2.	 With inflation expected to slow to 4.0 percent in 2023, why is Nampower requesting 
12 percent more in tariff increase?

3.	 How growth in revenues does Nampower expect from the tariff increase, and...

4.	 How much of revenue coming from an increase will be directed to improving 
Nampower generation capacity?

_________________

Question 63 (2023-06-06)

Hon. Smit (PDM) asked the Minister of Finance.

I believe the issue of the accountability of Parastatals and State-Owned Enterprises 
(SOEs) in effectively controlling debts owed to them requires urgent attention in light 
of NamPower’s plan to borrow N$2 billion from the World Bank, when it made a profit 
of N$1,5 billion last year. It appears that these entities are not being held accountable 
for their failure to manage debts, which has a detrimental effect on taxpayers. Firstly, 
taxpayers contribute funds through taxes to finance the operations of SOEs, and 
secondly, the government has to provide additional financial support due to liquidity 
problems arising from poor or no credit control.

One issue of concern is the practice of some SOEs not paying over taxes deducted from 
employees, instead using those funds to finance their operations, primarily salaries. 
This practice is not only fraudulent but also amounts to receiving funding twice: once 
through the main budget and again by not paying the due taxes to the government. It is 
imperative that action is taken to address this situation.

Moreover, it is troubling when users of electricity pay for it s use to Local Councils 
and Distributors, but these entities fail to pass on the collected funds to Nampower. 
Nampower, in turn, fails to take adequate steps to collect the debts through strict credit 
control, resulting in innocent users having their power cut off despite having paid their 
bills through the defaulting Local Councils and Distributors.

In cases where monopolistic service providers like Nampower, Namibia Airports 
Company, and Namport amongst others fail to exercise proper control over their debtors, 
I believe it is essential for the CEOs and Credit Controllers to be held accountable and 
potentially dismissed from their positions.

When entities resort to borrowing funds from the government or external sources like 
the World Bank to finance projects or operations that could have been covered through 
effective control of debtors, it often leads to increased service charges. These increases 
can create uncompetitive situations and have negative economic consequences for the 
entire country.
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I therefore ask:

1.	 Will the Honourable Minister provide information to the Namibian nation and 
this August House regarding the outstanding $1.5 billion owed to Nampower, 
specifically, who owes what amounts, the period over which these debts have 
accumulated, and what steps were taken to prevent the build-up of these debts?

2.	 Furthermore, I would like to understand why defaulting users have been allowed 
to continue accumulating debt without repercussions.

3.	 Considering the potential consequences for the economy, has the management of 
Nampower considered the impact of cutting power to entire towns? If so, I would 
appreciate hearing their perspective on this matter.

4.	 Can it be legal for a local authority to cut off power to users who have paid for 
such power when the local authority is at faulty for not paying NamPower?

_________________

Question 64 (2023-06-06)

Hon. Mukwilongo (NEFF) asked the Minister of Home Affairs, Immigration, Safety 
and Security.

Hon Minister, it’s almost going to be two months when we, as a country had received 
a shocking news of the 5 suspects that were gunned down near Okahandja by the 
Namibian Police with Windhoek City Police. We had been medially informed that a 
case of murder had been opened against those that had committed this glue some 
incident, can Hon. Minister please bear with this August House and answer to the 
following questions:

1.	 When was this case heard and in which court?

2.	 Who are the suspect in this matter?

3.	 How far are the police investigation in this matter and when can we expect the total 
report on this shutting?

_________________

Question 65 (2023-06-06)

Hon. Van Den Heever (PDM) asked the Minister of Labour, Industrial Relations 
and Employment Creation.

A private medical company trading under the registered name of Paramount Health 
Care Centre (Pty) Ltd on 9th March 2017 unlawfully retrenched six female employees 
without following the set provisions and requirements of Section 34 of the Labour Act 
11, 2007. Honourable Minister, one of the selected employees was on maternity leave; 
been eight months pregnant at the time she was served with a notice stating her last day 
will be 13th April 2017.

Paramount Health Care Centre (Pty) Ltd received medical records from a certain 
employee that she was due for her confinement, but opted to serve her with a letter 
of retrenchment on 9th March 2017. The employee’s confinement was on 22nd April 
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2017, whilst her employment was terminated on 13th April 2017. Section 26 (5) of 
Part D of the Labour Act 11, 2007 sets out the following; “An employer must not dismiss 
an employee during her maternity leave or at the expiry of that leave on any grounds 
contemplated in section 34.

Furthermore, a certain Ms. Jolean Louw was also part of the six selected employees 
that applied for annual leave on 8th March 2017, which was approved by the Director 
of Operations and she was also served with the notice of retrenchment 9th March 2017. 
The actions of Paramount Health Care Centre (Pty) Ltd violated Section 30 (5)(a) and 
Section 33 of the Labour Act 11 , 2007 which sets out that an employer must not give 
notice of termination during any period of leave to which the employee is entitled in 
terms of Part D of this Chapter.

Honourable Minister, on 19th April 2017, Ms. Jolean Louw referred a dispute of Unfair 
Labour practices to the Office of the Labour Commissioner. The first female Arbitrator 
who adjudicated over the case and who later on was recused from the dispute by the 
Labour Court of Namibia on 20th March 2020 had private discussions with Paramount 
Health Care Centre (Pty) Ltd Operational Manager without the knowledge of the 
Applicants regarding their legal Aid funding which was approved by the Directorate of 
Legal Aid through a formal application. These and some other irregularities contributed 
to this case being unresolved.

To this very date, the dispute filed by the Applicants has not been arbitrated yet. This 
very dispute is still at the Conciliation stage and has reached the six-year mark ever 
since 19th April 2017.

I, therefore, wish to ask the Honourable Minister the following:

1.	 The first female Conciliator/Arbitrator that was assigned and appointed by the 
Office Labour Commissioner was recused by the Labour Court of Namibia on 
20th March 2020 due to her lack to adjudicate properly over the dispute and the 
gross procedural irregularities she committed as an Arbitrator. Are the competencies 
of the Conciliators/Arbitrators up to standard and how are their performances 
assessed and monitored?

2.	 The second Conciliator/Arbitrator that was assigned and appointed by the Office of 
the Labour Commissioner refused and denied the Applicants their Constitutional 
Right as set out by Article 12 (1)(a) right to present their material evidence before 
the Arbitrator during the arbitration proceeding. How will this unjust practice be 
resolved?

3.	 How will your ministry ensure that the unfair retrenchment of Ms. Jolean Louw 
during her annual leave is addressed and she is fairly compensated?

4.	 Will the other four employees who were also unlawfully dismissed be reinstated 
and compensated?

5.	 Honourable Minister, written complaints have been submitted to the Labour 
Commissioner Mr. Henry Kassen as well as the Deputy Labour Commissioner 
Mr. Kyllikki Sihlahla during December 2018 and again during March 2023. Until 
this present date, your Office as well as the Office of the Labour Commissioner 
has not yet reverted to Mrs. Jolean Louw regarding her formal complaint on how 
the Office of the Labour Commissioner as well as the Arbitrator have administered 
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and adjudicated over her dispute filed on 19th April 2017. When will your Office 
address this already long overdue Labour Dispute as a matter of urgency?

6.	 Can your Office please provide this August House with an overview of the general 
performance of the Office of the Labour Commissioner, the number of unresolved 
Labour Disputes, the challenges encountered, and how these challenges can 
promptly be addressed?

_________________

Question 66 (2023-06-07)

Hon. Smit (PDM) asked the Minister of Environment, Forestry and Tourism.

For the past four years or more the media has been full of complaints from members of 
the Namibian public and tourists visiting our premier game reserve, Etosha, regarding 
the shocking and unacceptable condition of the park’s roads. Imagine my amazement 
and disbelief when I read in the Republikein newspaper of 31 May 2023 that the Ministry 
of Environment, Forestry and Tourism was patting itself on its back for spending some 
N$136 million since 2009 in upgrading Etosha’s roads. I visited the park over the Africa 
Day long weekend, as did the Minister I believe, and I can state categorically that all the 
roads around the Okaukuejo rest camp are literally undriveable. Nothing has changed 
since my previous visit in June 2022. I had to listen to numerous foreign tourists as 
well as Namibian visitors complaining of damage to their vehicles and the unpleasant 
experience of driving around in the park. Since the ministry’s director of planning and 
technical services said in the newspaper report that the ministry was aware of a drop in 
income in recent years for exactly this reason, and that this led to the so-called upgrading 
of roads in Etosha since 2019, I feel that I cannot keep quiet about this amazing claim.

I thus ask:

1.	 Can the Honourable Minister assure this August House that he has evidence that 
the money spent on upgrading the roads in Etosha was actually spent where it was 
allocated?

2.	 How much of the money spent went on items other than the actual upgrading of the 
roads?

3.	 What proof does the Honourable Minister have that the work done was up to 
standard?

4.	 If he believes it was up to standard, why are the roads still so bad?

5.	 Will the Honourable Minister investigate this matter urgently and report back to this 
August House on his findings, as Namibia cannot afford to chase away any more 
tourists when tourism is one of our most important sources of income?

_________________

Question 67 (2023-06-07)

Hon. Katjimune (PDM) asked the Minister of Urban and Rural Development.

Honourable Minister,
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There remains hundreds of thousands of ordinary, working class Namibians who are 
tenants in our ever-growing property renting market exacerbated by market forces 
driven by unaffordable housing and urban land as well as wages which have remained 
stagnant and cannot compete with inflation. These factors are well elucidated in a book 
by revered financial writer Chloe Timperley in her book titled “Generation Rent: Why 
You Can’t Buy A Home Or Even Rent A Good One”.

It is therefore undeniable that the significant majority of our working class people 
cannot afford to purchase property of their own, and have therefore resorted to become 
tenants. It is also a reality that renting prices in this country are exploitative and 
excessive, leaving tenants with no choice but to rent often sub-standard properties at 
unreasonable costs determined by greedy property owners.

This crisis ought to have been resolved by the proposed Rent Control Bill, which is 
earmarked to operationalise the Rent Control Board in an effort to regulate rent prices 
in our city, towns and villages, as well as handle and investigate complaints between 
tenants and property owners. It does appear however, for reasons known only to himself, 
that the Minister has been dragging his feet in bringing this crucial piece of legislation 
which would bring relief to tenants across our country to Parliament for debate.

This is despite the fact that under Pillar 3 of the of the Harambee Prosperity Plan 2 
(Social Progression), the SWAPO government promised to “Promulgate the Rent 
Control Bill by the end of 2021 to enable the operationalization of Rent Control 
Board(s) and implementation of Rent Control Measures”.

I therefore ask the Honourable Minister:

1.	 Why has the Honourable Minister dragged his feet in bringing the Rent Control 
Bill to Parliament?

2.	 When can be we expect the Honourable Minister to table the Rent Control Bill in 
Parliament?

3.	 What are the hindrances in bringing this crucial piece of legislation to this 
August House?

4.	 Finally yet importantly, what is the ideological posture of the SWAPO government 
regarding the property renting market in relation to the larger question of the 
inadequate mechanisms in place to address housing shortages across our 61 local 
authorities in the country?

_________________

Question 68 (2023-06-07)

Hon. Kauandenge (NUDO) asked the Minister of Education, Arts and Culture.

Access to Basic Education is a right and not a privilege I believe. Therefore government 
should make everything possible in order to make sure that every Namibian child have 
access to education.

Considering that a large portion of our National Budget goes to Education it is within 
the scope of Namibians to ask hard questions to the line Minister and seek redress or 
favorable answers.
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Honorable Minister it has became natural that this time of the year schools open the 
process of applications for new students especially grade 1 for next year.

We are also alive to the fact that there are always chaos at the schools around the 
country, because parents almost fight each other to secure placement for their grade 1 
kids.

I thus ask:

1.	 Is the Minister aware of this yearly problem facing the grade 1 learners?

2.	 What is the Ministry contingency plan to address this ever increasing problem 
that affects thousands of young kids every year?

3.	 While on the same issue the same problem confront grade 8 learners every year as 
well as many can’t find placement in schools.

4.	 How does the Minister intent to address this recurring problems?
_________________

Question 69 (2023-06-07)

Hon. Seibeb (LPM) asked the Minister of Urban and Rural Development.

It is our understanding that the Chairperson of the Ongwediva Town Council’s 
Management Committee. Dr Fabiam George, is employed full-time in Okakarara as 
a Trainee Support at the Okakarara Vocational Training Centre, 560 kilometres away 
from Ongwediva, where he is a councillor. This councillor is compromised under 
Section 13 (1)(h). There is a similar case of Councillor Kanelombe, Chairperson of 
the Management Committee of Karibib Town Council, who has fulltime employment 
in Swakopmund but remains as a Councillor in Karibib. These are both SWAPO 
Councillors. According to Section 13 (1)(h), Ongwediva CEO Damian Egumbo must 
then immediately announce the vacancy in the government gazette, the date on which the 
vacancy has occurred and the cause of this vacancy-that the member no longer resides 
or only temporarily resides within the local authority area to which they were elected. 
The same ought to happen in the Karibib case. CEO Lesley Goreseb was supposed to 
announce the vacancy and let the processes of filling the vacancy take place.

The Minister, you and Executive Director Daniel Nghidinua have audacity to 
perpetually write letters harassing LPM governed local authorities’ bout less worrisome 
things like an appointment of a Personal Assistant in Karasburg based on rumours but 
you are breaking the Local Authorities Act by not acting and removing those SWAPO 
Councillors.

Questions:

1.	 How long have you been aware that Councillor Fabiam George is the Chairperson 
of the Management Committee of Ongwediva but works fulltime in Okakarara thus 
not able to discharge his duties meaningfully?
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2.	 Have you received any communication, Minutes of the Council meetings from 
Ongwediva CEO since 2020 - 2021 about the predicament of Councillor Fabiam 
George not being every day in Ongwediva but yet being a fulltime trainee support 
at Okakarara Vocational Training Centre?

3.	 How many councillors of local authorities in Namibia are facing similar challenges 
such as that being faced by Councillors Kanelombe and George?

4.	 In terms of breaking the Local Authorities Act by ignoring, or sweeping under the 
carpet wrongdoings committed by SWAPO councillors, what steps have you taken 
to rectify such anomalies?

5.	 Will you report the Executive Director to the Prime Minister for not adhering to the 
relevant laws pertaining to local authorities in Namibia?

6.	 Why did you ignore the legal advice dated January 2021 by the Attorney-General 
Festus Mbandeka informing you to remove Councillor George?

7.	 Why don’t you comply with what the Attorney-General advised you about that 
removing a councillor who does not reside within their elected local authority is 
absolute and not discretionary?

8.	 He added that the minister, in fact, has recourse to effect the removal of non- 
resident councillors, and “does not have to wait for a political party” to withdraw 
its member.

9.	 The Attorney-General advised you that you have legal recourse to effect the 
removal of non-resident councillors, and “does not have to wait for a political party” 
to withdraw its member. Why do you have to wait for us to ask you questions in 
Parliament before you exercise your powers?

_________________

Question 70 (2023-06-07)

Hon. Seibeb (LPM) asked the Minister of Urban and Rural Development.

Recently, Namibia ranked the worst in terms of sanitation provision in southern Africa. 
Recalling history, the Millennium Development Goals for Namibia highlighted this 
need with the ambition that half of those lacking adequate sanitation would be reached 
by 2015. This was never achieved and today, above million Namibians, half of the 
country, lack adequate access to toilets. In 2007, the National Demographic Health 
Survey indicated that 67% of the population in the country lacked access to decent 
sanitation and practiced open defecation. This amounts to some 1,411,000 people who 
are living mainly in rural areas and informal settlements that are peripheral to urban 
areas. This group is also amongst the lowest-income sector of the Namibian population.

The Namibia Sanitation Situational Report of 2009 indicated that those with access to 
sanitation facilities are primarily served with water-borne sewage. Sewage connections 
are estimated to be available to 58% of the urban population and 13% of the rural 
population. We are sitting on the time-bomb since 2009 when initial research showed 
that the country is not doing enough and should implement relevant policies and 
programmes to close the gap and ensure that all Namibians have better water, better 
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sewerage and sanitation facilities and improve their health. We are living in a crisis 
right now and the Ministry of Urban and Rural Development is the only weak link-
no plan, no leadership, no programmes, more fights with local authorities and fear of 
implementing government and United Nations programmes. The National Sanitation 
Strategy (2009) provided some background we could have used as a benchmark study 
but there seems to be no seriousness at the Ministry of Urban and Rural Development.

Questions:

1.	 What are your plans to reverse the current state of concerns with regards to 
provision of sanitation services to all Namibians?

2.	 What is the budget allocated to MURD annually to address the sanitation crisis in 
Namibia?

3.	 A 2021 research conducted on poverty has expressed that 68.9% of Namibians face 
a sanitation crisis, has MURD, begun addressing this figure, and how?

4.	 Kavango East and Kavango West, are the highest areas that have Multidimensional 
poverty, with a percentage of 70% and 79% respectfully, yet Kavango East has the 
3rd least allocation of funds for sanitation with N$961 000, whilst areas such as 
Omusati and Ohangwena are getting 2 million plus for sanitation each, even though 
these places are lower in Multidimensional poverty. How did MURD, decide these 
allocations when it comes to sanitation to not prioritize the areas who need it the 
most.

5.	 What policies and programmes do you have in place to collaborate with other 
Ministries such as the Ministry of Health, Education, Land Reform etc. for 
implementation?

6.	 Do you have collaborative projects with United Nations and other development 
agencies in Namibia in terms of research, project funding, project implementation, 
coordination , supervision, monitoring and evaluation? Elaborate on such 
partnership, joint projects etc.

_________________

Question 71 (2023-06-07)

Hon. Seibeb (LPM) asked the Minister of Urban and Rural Development.

I hereby give notice that on Thursday, 15 June 2023, I shall ask the Minister of Urban 
and Rural Development few questions with regards to the Capital Projects Budget 2023. 
Apartheid was built on creating a divide between the included and the excluded. The 
transition to democracy, manifested by democratic elections in 1990, was therefore 
accompanied by optimisms that income poverty and inequality would be eliminated. 
We believed that the social contract was to enfranchise the impoverished and 
unemployed underclass, elect a pro-poor and pro-growth political establishment into 
office, and deracialize and detribalize public policies and private practices in favour of 
an all-inclusive economic growth path, with a focus on economic diversification and 
rapid industrialization.
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Further, the coming into force of the Decentralisation Enabling Act 33 of 2000 raised 
our expectations that the Treasury would gradually increase funding for capital projects 
in regional councils and local authorities. But to our shock, in 2023, Apartheid did 
not die, as the Capital Projects Budget 2023 distribution depicts. Apartheid did not 
die but transformed into autopoiesis. The legacy of Apartheid has transformed into a 
self-sustaining system, and Namibia is facing mounting infrastructure challenges.

After the 2020 regional council and local authority elections in the Hardap and 
//Kharas Regions, there was a significant change in the understanding and definition of 
development. This marked a departure from Swapo’s patronage system that had been 
in place for three decades, and resulted in the Landless People’s Movement (LPM) 
receiving a strong mandate to govern. This shift led to a major transformation in the 
structure of regional and local government.

A cursory analysis of the comparative figures under the Capital Projects Budget 2023 
reveals a clear implementation of passive economic sanctions by central government 
authorities against regional councils and local authorities not directly under Swapo’s 
control. For example, under massive land servicing programme, the total allocation is 
N$297 266 million.

From this, the local authorities falling directly under LPM administration in Hardap 
and //Kharas Regions are allocated the following meagre amounts: Mariental, N$1.4 
million; Gibeon, N$3 000; Kalkrand, N$9 000; Stampriet, N$2.4 million; Gochas, 
N$946 000; Aranos, N$1.l million; Maltahöhe, N$9 000; and Hoachanas, N$946 
000. In //Kharas the allocations are for Keetmanshoop, N$9 000; Koës, N$6 000; and 
Karasburg, N$35 000.

Comparatively, where SWAPO is in charge, with almost the same size and population, 
they receive generous amounts: Okahao, N$15 million; Okalongo, N$16.7 million; 
Oshikuku, N$10.8 million; Katima Mulilo, N$8 million; Ondangwa, N$4 million; 
Omuthiya, N$3 million; Tsumeb, N$20 million; Helao Nafidi, N$2.67 million; 
Omungwelume, N$2.5 million; and Ongenga, N$1.7 million. It is saddening to note 
that local authorities across Namibia, with similar size and population, are allocated 
differently notwithstanding claims of different phases of project implementation over 
a certain period of time.

Questions:

1.	 What is the rationale of MURD submissions to the Ministry of Finance and Public 
Enterprises with regards to the bulk municipal servicing and sanitation to local 
authorities?

2.	 What is the purpose of allocating a mere N$9 000 to a municipality such as 
Keetmanshoop? To do what with N$9 000?

3.	 Is it not shameful to allocate figures below N$100 000 to local authorities? Do you 
really need to term such Capital Budget Projects?

4.	 Why do you continue to cut capital projects budget for local authorities’ south of 
the Red Line?
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5.	 Why do you have a divide and rule policy when it comes to allocation of budgets for 
certain municipality’s thereby increasing inequality, poverty and unemployment?

6.	 Do you consult local authorities when deciding unilaterally on such figures as 
depicted in the paragraphs?

7.	 Have you ever complaint to the Minister of Finance and Public Enterprises and 
the Director-General of the National Planning Commission?

8.	 Will you submit a revised budget to rectify this underfunding of the local authorities 
south of the Red Line which amounts to early warning signs of ethnic cleansing?

_________________

Question 72 (2023-06-08)

Hon. Shekupakela (RDP) asked the Minister of Agriculture and Land Reform.

There is a trend in Namibia, particularly along the Namibia-Angola borders, that 
Namibia farmers are forced to take their animals into Angola for search of better 
grazing areas. This trend has been ongoing for a very long time, I can argue, since 
independence.

Thus I ask:

1.	 Until when will the Namibian farmers along the borders continue to graze their 
animals in Angola?

2.	 When will the Namibian government provide these farmers with a suitable space 
for grazing within the Namibian borders?

_________________

Question 73 (2023-06-08)

Hon. Shekupakela (RDP) asked the Minister of Agriculture and Land Reform.

The Green Scheme Program in the Kavango Region has taken long now.

Thus I ask:

1.	 How many local residents have so far graduated in this scheme? Any breakdown 
of their expertise thus far?

2.	 Will the Honourable Minister predict that the Green Scheme program will by any 
means lead/bring Namibia to become food self-sufficiency one day in the near 
future?

3.	 Honourable Minister seeing the importance of the Green Scheme program and 
the period it has taken in our country are you confident that local residents in 
these areas have obtains sufficient knowledge and expertise to move the Green 
Scheme Program forward?

4.	 If the answer in (C) is positive, how long does it takes to produce a local expert?
_________________
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Question 74 (2023-06-08)

Hon. Shekupakela (RDP) asked the Minister of Finance.

I am aware of every effort that the government is making to address the issue of 
unemployment and reduce poverty in Namibia, however we are seated with a serious 
problem whereby some investors take a large chunk of money out of Namibia 
circulation to their respective countries, leaving Namibia with no sufficient funds to 
grow the economy and create jobs for the unemployed.

Thus I ask:

1.	 Honourable Minister, what mechanisms are in place to prevent these devastating 
capital outflow to other destinations?

2.	 Would you say that you are satisfied with the current trend?
_________________

Question 75 (2023-06-08)

Hon. Iipumbu (NEFF) asked the Minister of Mines and Energy.

Honourable Minister, in light of NamPower’s recent decision to implement blackouts 
due to outstanding electricity accounts, may I direct your attention to a recent article 
of The Namibia published today, the 8th of June 2023. The article reads in part and 
I quote, “NAMPOWER executives have proposed that the electricity utility should 
write-off N$29 million in debt of a company which used to power Kombat and has 
ties to businessman Knowledge Katti and Executive Director of Sport, Youth and 
National Service, Erastus Haitengela.”

1.	 Can you explain why there appears to be a discrepancy in treatment, with the proposed 
write-off of N$29 million in debt for a company associated with Knowledge Katti 
and Erastus Haitengela? ls there favoritism at play in this situation?

2.	 How does the proposed write-off align with principles of transparency, accountability, 
and fairness in the management of NamPower’s finances?

	 What measures are being taken to ensure that such decisions are made in the best 
interest of the Namibian people and not influenced by personal connections or 
political affiliations?

3.	 Considering that the company in question has ties to prominent individuals, including 
a government executive, how can you assure the public that the decision to write 
off the debt is not an abuse of power or an attempt to protect vested interests? What 
steps will be taken to investigate and address any potential conflicts of interest?

4.	 The decision to implement blackouts has had a significant impact on towns and 
regions with outstanding electricity accounts. Can you explain the rationale behind 
prioritising the write-off of N$29 million debt instead of ensuring the equitable 
distribution of electricity to all Namibian citizens?
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	 How does this decision align with the government’s commitment to addressing 
socio-economic inequalities and promoting social welfare?

_________________

Question 76 (2023-06-08)

Hon. Iipumbu (NEFF) asked the Minister of Finance and Public Enterprise.

Questions:

1.	 Honourable Minister, can you explain why Nampower proceeded with cutting the 
power of residents in the north and south of Namibia, despite a clear directive from 
the cabinet to hold off on such actions while engagement is ongoing to resolve the 
matter? What led to this apparent disregard for the cabinet’s directive?

2.	 It is concerning that Nampower’s decision to proceed with power cuts undermines 
the ongoing efforts towards resolving the issue. What steps will you take as the 
Minister tasked to pass this cabinet directive to ensure that Nampower adheres to 
government directives and works in alignment with the cabinet’s decision-making 
process?

3.	 The cabinet’s directive was issued with the intention of finding a more effective 
means to resolve the situation. In light of Nampower’s actions, how will you 
address the issue of non-compliance and ensure that cabinet interference is the 
most productive approach to reaching a satisfactory resolution? Will there be 
consequences for Nampower’s failure to follow the directive?

4.	 The power cuts in the north and south of Namibia have absolutely affected the 
livelihoods and well-being of the affected residents. What immediate measures will 
you put in place to stop the power cuts and minimize the impact on individuals and 
businesses? Additionally, how will you prevent such situations from recurring in the 
future, ensuring a more reliable and consistent energy supply for all Namibians?

_________________

Question 77 (2023-06-08)

Hon. Iipumbu (NEFF) asked the Minister of Education, Arts and Culture.

1.	 Honourable Minister, the delay in disbursing the budget to Namibian schools has 
led to immense hardships for both educators and students. Can you explain the 
reasons behind this delay, and what steps are being taken to expedite the process 
and ensure that schools receive the necessary funding as soon as possible?

2.	 The situation where parents are resorting to sleeping outside schools in an attempt 
to secure places for their children is deeply concerning. How do you plan to address 
this pressing issue and provide clarity on the admission process? What measures 
will be taken to ensure fair and transparent allocation of school places, considering 
the frustration and anxiety experienced by parents and students?
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3.	 The delay in disbursing the budget to schools directly affects the quality of education 
and the ability of schools to provide essential resources. What immediate actions 
are being taken to mitigate the impact on students’ learning experiences, and how 
will you ensure that schools have the necessary resources to create a conducive 
environment for effective teaching and learning?

4.	 Transparency and accountability are crucial in the disbursement of public funds, 
especially in the education sector. Can you provide assurance that there will 
be a thorough investigation into the reasons behind the delay and any potential 
mismanagement of funds? Additionally, what measures will be put in place to 
prevent similar delays and ensure a more efficient budgetary process in the future?

_________________
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