MINISTRY OF URBAN AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
NOTICE OF QUESTIONS BY THE HONOURABLE MAXIMALLIANT T. KATJIMUNE

NOTICE OF QUESTION NO. 147 (15 JUNE 2023)
RESPONSE ON: 21*t SEPTEMBER 2023

Hon. Speaker
Hon. Members

I rise to respond to the questions that have been asked by Honorable Maximalliant T.
Katjimune.

Question No. 1

Why has the Honourable Minister dragged his feet in bringing the Rent Control Bill
to Parliament?

Answer:

There is no reason for me to delay in bringing the subject Bill before Parliament, not at
all. As all Honourable Members of this August House know, Bills are brought before
this August House once their drafting processes are complete through all relevant
structures by means of scrutiny and consultations.

We have a draft bill but it is still undergoing a refinement process. The Ministry has
engaged a team of experts to assist in this process, and we are also getting legal advice
from the Office of the Attorney General to ensure a fine balance between the
Constitutional provisions on the right to property and the other public interest or other
challenge that we are pursuing to address through the proposed new law.



Question 2

When can we expect the Honourable Minister to table the Rent Control Bill in
Parliament?

Answer:

At this point in time, As I alluded earlier on , the team of expects are busy scrutinizing
the draft bill which in due time is expected to be presented to relevant structures before
it is table in this August House. I wish to report that progress is evident from us as a
Ministry responsible, I thus request for a little more patient from the House and the
Nation at large to allow us time to have it right.

Question 3

What are the hindrances in bringing this crucial piece of legislation to this August
House? _

Answer:

I think, I have already outline where we are and what is still to be done.

Question 4

Finally yet importantly, what is the ideological posture of the SWAPO government
regarding the property renting market in relation to the larger question of the
inadequate mechanisms in Place to address housing shortages across our 61 local
authorities in the country?

Answer:

For this specific question, I will confine myself to what is expected from the Minis gry
concerning the Rent Bill. Since the main issue in the question of the Hon Member is
property rent, which is also the focus of the Rent Bill, my view is that his views should
ideally be raised and discussed when the Bill is tabled and discussed in this August
House.

I wish to thank the Hon Member for his questions. I so submit, Hon. Speaker.
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i hereby give notice thaton Thursdzy, 24 Seprember 2823, 1 shall ask the Liinicter of Lirhso

d Rurel Develapment. Hon. Erastus Uutoni. the follow ing:
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The Namibian warking class confrons formidable challenges when it comes 10 vnatiordabie
ousing. The burgeoning properiy renial market. fucled b market dvnemics. has lefi hundreds
of thousands of crdinary. hardworking Namibians m the precarous positon of being lenanis.
With housing costs soaring beyond their means. enacerbaied by stognant wages sirngeling 1o
keep pace with inflation, the dicam of homeownes ship remams elusive for mamy . The gop
between income levels and Ui cost of vrban land and housing continues 10 widen. vndenscoring
the urgent recd fur comprehensive howsing policies and initiatives that can provide affordable
and suslainable housing sotvtions for Nomibio's waihing class This faciors are well elucidated
i@ book by revered finsncial writer Chioe 1 imparley in her book titled “Generation Remt

Wi You Can't Buy (1 Hete €y Fven ke A Good Ene ™.

1038 therelorc undeniable than the significam majeriny o our working ciass people cannot afford
W purchise o properiy of thesr own, and have resoried 10 become enants and rent The harsi
reatity unfurls os renwl rates in Napvibio reach exploiative and corbiiant be ighis pushing
tenants nto the lobyrinth of subpar hoosing options while greedy landlords fatien heir cofiers
Fhis coisis ought 16 have been resolved by i propuesco Rent Conteod Bili which s commarked

“Tunperley, C. [2020) Generation res U Why You Can't Buy = Home (o1 even rent a BOOU OUE ] Ringston upor
Thames, Surrey Canbure Press,



o aperationalise ihe Rent Contro! Beard in an effort 1o control renting prices m o city . tow ns
and villages as well as tandle and ing cstigate complaints betw een tenents and jandlords. It does
appear however. for reasons hnow onhy to himsell that the Minister has been dragging his
feet in bringing this crucial picee of legislation which would bring relief w tenants aciose our

country to Falvunent for debate,

Fhis is despite ihe Tact that undar Pillar 3 of the of the Haramboe Prosperntty Plan 2 (Mocial
Progressiony. the SWAPE goyermment promised o Bromulgaie the Rent Control Bil) by the
end of 2021 (o enabie the operationalizaion of Reof Control Boardts) and implementation of

13 o i e W
xent Control Mcasures™ =

[ therefare ask the Honoy rable Minfetor:

L. Why has the Honourable Minister dragged his feet inn bringing the Kent Control Bill
to Parliament?

< When can be we expeet the # lononrzhle Minister to teble the Rent Control Bill in
Parliament”

3. What are the hindrances in bringing this crucial picce of legistaion w this Augosi
House ™

<. Last bui not leasi. what is the idevlogical posture of the W AP govermnment regarding
the property renting marker in relation 1o the larges goestion of the nadeguale
mechanisims s place 10 2ddress honsing shortages across our loest avithorities in the

coumn?

Republic ¢ Wamibia. {2021} Hacambee Prosperny  Plzn () httpe//hopis gov natin.
contert/uploads/2021/03/HpPr2 pdf



