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Honourable Chairperson of the Whole House Committee,

Honourable Members

It is my distinct pleasure to motivate the 2024/2025 financial
year budget for Vote 22, Ministry of Fisheries and Marine
Resources for “The Year of Expectations™ as so declared by the
Third President of the Republic of Namibia His Excellency, the
late Dr. Hage G. Geingob, MAY HIS SOUL REST IN PEACE.

As such, Honourable Members the year of expectations should
not only be a year of addressing development challenges, to
ensure that the country attains its development goals, but
should also be the continuation of the legacy of the late
President of the Republic of Namibia, which was to ensure that
“No Namibian should feel left out of the Namibian house”.

Therefore, the Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources
makes a commitment today to meet expectations and deliver
the services related to the sustainable management of marine

and inland fisheries within the budgetary allocation.



Furthermore,‘l congratulate Hon. Ilipumbu Shiimi, Minister of
Finance and Public Enterprises and Hon. Obeth Kandjoze, the
Director-General of the National Planning Commission for

continuing the culture of presenting a pro-people budget.

Honourable Chairperson of the Whole House Committee,

Honourable Members

The mandate of Vote 22 is to responsibly, conserve, protect and
promote marine resources in a sustainable manner for the
benefits of the current and future generations as embedded in

Article 95(1) of the Constitution of the Republic of Namibia.

To this end, Honourable Chairperson and Honourable
Members, in order for Vote 22 to execute its mandate, I seek
approval for the amount totalling Three Hundred and Twenty-
One Million, Four Hundred and Forty-Seven Thousand
Namibia Dollars (N$ 321,447,000) for the 2024/2025 financial

year.

The largest chunk of this allocation, being, Two Hundred and

Ninety-One Million, Four Hundred and Forty-Seven Thousand
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Namibia Dollars (N$ 291,447,000) is earmarked for the
operational budget while the remaining Thirty Million Namibia
Dollars (N$ 30,000,000) will be directed to developmental

projects.

The annual appropriation for the Ministry of Fisheries and
Marine Resources will be executed under six (6) programmes,
which I will briefly describe and provide the amount being

required per programme, shortly.
Programme 1: Survey and Stock Assessment

The programme, Survey and Stock Assessment, is responsible
for the sustainable management of marine fish stocks through
scientific surveys. The data obtained from the scientific surveys
is used to determine the biomass of all Total Allowable Catch
(TAC) regulated commercial fish species and marine resources,
providing scientific advice on the sustainable harvest levels and

other relevant management measures.

To this end, the Ministry intends to conduct routine scientific
surveys and field activities during the 2024/2025 financial year
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to enable the collection of the necessary data and ensure
continuity of the time series trends, as well as to monitor the

state of the marine environment.

These trends and biological parameters are critical in
determining the population dynamics and abundance of
commercially important stocks, such as hake, monk, horse
mackerel, pilchard, deep-sea red crab, rock lobster, orange
roughy and seals to obtain best scientific advice for the setting
of the annual Total Allowable Catches (TACs) required for the
sustainable utilisation of these species, as prescribed by the
Marine Resource Act, Act 27 of 2000 and several international

instruments.

In order to conduct research activities and assess the annual
status of the living marine resources, the Ministry uses research
vessels and, in some instances, hires private vessels for routine
coastal monitoring and data collection. The Ministry requires
funds for fuel, repairs and maintenance of the two research
vessels, as well as for research equipment and other operational
costs associated with the operations of these vessels, including

the maintenance of research infrastructure.



Honourable members, I am pleased to report that during the
2023/2024 financial year, the ministry conducted 7 biomass
surveys for the TAC regulated fish stocks.

During 2024/2025 financial year however, the Ministry will
commence with the renovation of the National Marine
Aquarium in Swakopmund, under this Programme. The
Aquarium was inaugurated in 1995 and major repairs and

renovations are required to extend the lifespan of this facility.

To successfully execute this programme, I hereby seek
approval for the amount totalling Sixty-Four Million, Four
Hundred and Sixty-Four Thousand, Nine Hundred and Seven
Namibia Dollars (N$ 64,464,907) for the 2024/2025 financial
year, with Three Million (N$ 3,000,000) allotted to the
development budget.

Programme 2: Human Resources Development

Honourable Chairperson of the Whole House Committee,
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Honourable Members

The purpose of the Human Resources Development
programme is to provide support services focusing on activities
related to training, procurement, financial and human resources

management.

It is common cause that the management of marine and inland
aquatic resources requires highly technical skills as such the
Ministry continuously needs to ensure that the necessary
resources (financial and human) are available for effective and
efficient service delivery.

Therefore, the funding of this programme will aid in the

attainment of the Ministry’s mandate.

Approval for Seventy Million, Nine Hundred and Twenty-
Eight Thousand and Fifteen Namibia Dollars (N$ 70,928,015)
for the 2024/2025 financial year is required. This allocation is
inclusive of Six Million, Four Hundred Thousand, Namibia

Dollar (N$ 6,400,000) for the development budget.



Programme 3: Marine and Inland Monitoring, Control and

Surveillance

Honourable Chairperson of the Whole House Committee,

Honourable Members

The programme; Marine and Inland Monitoring, Control and
Surveillance, is entrusted with the protection of the resources
through ensuring compliance with the provisions of the
statutory instruments, policies and directives that govern and
regulates fishing practices using patrol vessels, airplanes and

vehicles.

During the 2023/2024 Financial Year, the Ministry conducted
nearly Two Thousand (2,000) patrols and inspections within
the national jurisdiction, amidst challenges and constraints
encountered. A total of 505 fines were issued and 13 criminal

cases were opened at various police stations across the country.

In order to enable great success in implementing these
activities, the Ministry collaborated with other national

Offices, Ministries and Agencies (such as Namibian Navy and

8



the Namibian Police) and private entities to combat Illegal
Unregulated and Unreported fishing.

These efforts will be continued into the 2024-2025 financial
year to sustain credible MCS programme implementation

strategy in order to meet set objectives.

As such, the financial resources required for this programme
will fund the maintenance-and-repairs of patrol vessels,
airplanes and vehicles to ensure availability for deployment

and inspections.

In this instance, I seek approval from this August House for the
amount totalling One Hundred Million, One Hundred and
Sixty-Four Thousand, Three Hundred and Thirty-Six Namibia
Dollars (N$ 100,164,336), of which Fifteen Million Namibia
Dollars (N$ 15,000,000) is allocated to the development
budget.

Program 4: Aquaculture and Inland Fisheries
Honourable Chairperson of the Whole House Committee,

Honourable Members



The purpose of this programme is to create a conducive
environment for the development of aquaculture, increase
income generation, enhance food security, reduce poverty,
create employment, improve rural livelihoods at household
levels, and increase sector investment and to ensure optimal

utilization of inland fisheries resources.

The Ministry operates various aquaculture and inland fisheries
centres, which provide support services to fish farmers and

communities across the country.

During the 2023/2024 financial year, funds allocated to this
programme were utilised to implement aquaculture research
and monitoring programmes, provide extension services to fish
farmers and communities, procure fish feed for the production
of fish and covered the costs of distribution of fish and
fingerlings nationwide. Furthermore, the funds were used to
carry out research and fish biological surveys on our rivers and

dams.
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During the 2023/24 financial year 580 tons of fish, nine
hundred and twenty-seven thousand two hundred and sixty
-nine 927,269 fingerlings were produced, while one hundred
and ninety-two (192) small scale fish farmers and students were
trained. The wild capture inland fisheries sub-sector landed an

estimated 2,500 tons.

The Ministry also conducted six (6) biological surveys on the
Zambezi, Kwando, Kavango and Orange Rivers as well as
research on various water bodies to determine the status of

inland fisheries in the country.

The Ministry has further gazetted additional small-scale
fisheries management/protected areas (known as Fisheries
Reserves) on the Kavango River in Kavango East Region at
Joseph Mba-mba-nga-ndu Conservancy. This management
area includes ten (10) individual fishing areas for sustainable

management by the communities themselves.

As such, the Ministry will require funds to continue the
activities of research and extension services as well as to

upgrade infrastructural projects at various fish farms.
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[ therefore, seek approval for the amount totalling Sixty-One
Million, One Hundred and Ninety-Seven Thousand and Four
Hundred and Forty-Five, Namibia Dollars (N$ 61,197,445), of
which Five Million, Six Hundred Thousand (N$ 5,600,000) is
allocated to the development budget.

Programme 5: Policy and Economic Advice

Honourable Chairperson of the Whole House Committee,

Honourable Members

The purpose of this Programme is to coordinate policies and
provide advice on the socio-economic performance of the

fisheries sector.

The Programme administers the management of fishing rights,
analysis of socio-economic impact of gazetted Total Allowable
Catches (TAC’s), allocation of fishing quotas, and setting of
resource rent such as levies and fees payable in terms of Section

44 of the Marine Resources Act, Act 27 of 2000.
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In line with the Ministry’s mandate to collect levies and fees,
a total of N$193 million was collected from fees and levies that

contributed to the State Revenue.

For the Financial year, 2024/2025, the Programme has
prioritised the finalisation of the review of landed values to
optimise the resource rent in managing fisheries and marine
resources.

To this end, approval of Seventeen Million, Two Hundred and
Forty-Seven Thousand, Two Hundred and Ninety-Seven,
Namibia Dollars (N$ 17,247,297) for the operational budget is

required.

Programme 6: Policy Co-ordination and Support
Services

Honourable Chairperson of the Whole House Committee,

Honourable Members

The purpose of this programme is to provide administrative
support to the Ministry, particularly in the area of Information

Technology (IT) services.
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The services provided during the 2023/2024 financial year
included renewal of software licences, provision of technical

services, maintenance and acquisition of IT equipment.

The priority for the 2024/2025 financial year includes the
development and implementation of a Disaster Recovery
System to mitigate risk factors posing as threats to ministerial

digital data and improved service delivery.

Also, the National IT Policy requires the Ministry to meet
standards and improve service delivery and continue to keep
abreast of IT development(s) in the marine environment for

purposes of research and monitoring, control and surveillance.

Accordingly, for this programme, I seek approval of Six
Million, Five Thousand, Four Hundred and Sixty-Two,
Namibia Dollars (N$ 6,005,462)

Honourable Chairperson of the Whole House Committee,

Honourable Members
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As I conclude this motivation, I beg for your indulgence as I
want to say a few words of gratitude. I would like to thank my
Deputy Minister, Honourable Silvia Makgone, for her
assiduous nature and the management and the entire staff
members of the Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources,
for their tireless and committed efforts not only in the
preparation of this motivation but also for the continued

demonstration of excellence and professionalism.

Having said that, I now submit to this August House, the budget
for Vote 22: Fisheries and Marine Resource for the 2024/2025

Financial Year for your esteemed consideration and approval.
The amount is Three Hundred and Twenty-One Million, Four
Hundred and Forty-Seven Thousand Namibia Dollars (N$
321,447,000) for the implementation of the six (6)

programmes.

I thank you.
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